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TRUE AND CONCJSE NARRATIVE, esf^. 



TO THE CANDID CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 



I 



AN anonymous pamphlet, entitled « Sketches of the hiftory 
nlf Dartipouth College/' and an anonyihous' review of the 
ftme have lately been publiClied, and affiduoufly cir€uIated«-<« 
and although the principal defign of them is a crimination pf 
llie Truftees of Dartmouth College, yet the fame appear alfo 
indirectly aimed at the reverend gentleman who officiates as 
our minifter. Its mifreprefentations tend tp the reproach ^and 
injury of this churchy mud its members — of the reverend* cler* ^ 
gy who organized the fame— ^f the feveral cpuncils who have 
been concerned— and the many churches with which we are in 
fellowihip are implicated thereby. To prevent, therefore, the 
injuries which might otherwife i^rife from thefe mifreprelenta- 
tions, the Congregational Chprch here have thought it ezpe** 
diem to appoint a committee of three, whofe names are pre- 
fixed, to give a fair and concife ftatement of the origin and 
progrefs of the difficulties and diflention between this church, 
and that to which Preiident Wheelock belongs* 

This important and uople^aot duty, accordingly, is now un^ 
^ertaken by the committee, not with a defign, however, to 
make any reply to that pamphlet^ as it refpejb the Truftees 
of the CpU^ge : t^e reverend and honorable gentlemen who 
ccuiftitute that Board being abundantly able, if they may thinliL. 
jproper, to anfwer for themfelves, and to juftify as we truft, all 
their official doings to the impartial worlds 

Frpm this ftatement, the material. parts of which, will con-, 
fift chiefly of written documents, the candid reader will be 
able to judge for himfelf relative to that controverfy— he will. 
alio find whence the unreasonable difaffe£lion of Prefident 
Wheelock to Profeflbr Shortleff, and which afterwards extend- ) 
ed to Frofe^ors Adams and Moore, — he will alfo before he' 
gets tbropgh, perceiyey as we think a fpirit c^ domination in * 



F^efident Wheelocki and what end:^ tons wiere ufed bjr lumf 
to obtain the interference of the Board of Tmfteet tn his 
cauie ; and from the chriftian and independent ftand which 
they took on the occafion, may be feen the cauie of his di(af» 
fe^on to /£fi9f— and in fhort* whence all the ill will and de- 
fign of that pamphlet) fo artfully contrivedi and which is writ- 
tepina flfsmaex ted ftyWmoTe bimtming^niiihwcl»Wi 
caufe. 

It may be well to premiiey that when the church here was 
firft gathered by the late pioua. founder of the Collegei at^ut 
the year 1770, at that early period» when it was here only a 
wildemets, the thin inhabitants of the neighboring towns unit^ 
ed here, in Ibcial retigious woribip j and t6at iadtvlduals from 
Norwich and Hartford in the date of Vermont* for their ac*' 
cxMnmodsdon* joined Ao chat <kul*ck : and thai riMfe-from 
Hartford had not remored their Elation tc^the^aibt^S aitbd«|^* 
lor many years before thefedifficutta«l,they tiadrfonMd'aM 
were organized a religtous iocieCy ther^ aiDOng*tkiMiiieWe«*| 
had btttlt an faandfome meetingJieufe about fbui^ ftAles diftaiii 
from the College in their own town,, wb^e they ednftaimly atii 
tended public worihip, and thO' admiaiftracioii of .^pecidd'^i^ 
nances ; and had even voted zcaili and had been a^ut to fiit* 
tie a mintfter there for themfelves \ and had geiS^raUy negleft* 
ed to unite, meet or aft^ with us here^ or to contribute towaril 
the fupport of our preacher, as much as the tieighbornig 
iimilar foci&ties of Norwich or Ld[>anon« llius we Aood witk 
the Hartfprd members, at the time of the commencement of 
xh^ unhappy difficulties, which we will now endeavor condfei* 
ly, faithfully, and impartially to relate. 

The re verbid Profeflbr Smith had o£kiated^ preacher and 
paftor of the churchliere, for a number of years, which rela* 
tion however was never confidered by him or the church as 
permanent, but only temporary, depending on his pteafure, 
and that of the church ; fo that he, or the church, by a figni- 
fication of their pleafipre, might at any day difli^e that rela*> 
tion, as appears by the following vote : 

« At a meeting'^of the church of Chrift at Dartmouth Col- 
<< lege, Nov. 2 '>th, 1787. The faid church unanimoufly chofe 
<< the reverend John Smit^ for their paflbr and to, a£t in that 
'< relation to them, as long a3 it fhall b« agreeable an^ conveiN 
« ient for him and them/' 

Profeflbr Smith for fome years prior to the appointment of 
a Profeflbr of divinity at the college, had repeatedly exprefled 
an ardent defire that one jnigbt be appointed, and oflSnred as 



JbM ffiafon. ^refor, ^ th^t he might be releafed from the hoc* 
den of his^.oiiaifterial duties ;" — of this there a^e many living 
yg\tae^ps^ and vihich is confinned by his addrefs prefixed to his 
fi^fTBiQii.at the dedication of our meeting .houie, in December^ 
i^9*$fr^fhf^^ he laysy « Since probably^ it cannot be praAica* 
1* la^fi fpr me« much longerr to perform the agreeable lervices^ 
^^jvj^iiich my preient relafioai as yonr.paft'or and-pablic teacher, 
1< re^reSf it gives rel^f to my anxiety fbr your happinefs that 
tf yeu may foon ettjoy the labours of a minifter who will be a- 
^^ to devote his time without interruption^ to inftruft and 
« edify you.'* • 

At the meeting of the Board of Truftees in Auguft, 18(N>» 
14^. Rofwell Shurtleff was appointed Profefibrof Divinity^ 
tod %^ him was alio affigned tbe bulinefs of preaching, ice. as 
ift invariably had been, to the feveral gentlemen the reverend 
Mefirs. Backus, Alexander, and Worcefter, who had been fuc<* 
ceffively appointed to that office before Mr. Shurtleff. To 
ihew -the unanimity of oiif views and wiflies at that time, on 
the f ubje£t» we give the following extract of a letter dated Han- 
over, September ?ft, 180*,. from Judge Woodward, fecretary 
of the board, to Profeffor Shurtleff, then at Middlebtfry Vt. 

*^ It is fincerely wiihed and defirable that you may find it 
<< confiftept with your duty at an early day to return to this 
«< place. DoA. Smith confiders himfelf difcharged, and the 
*< College and people here will from this time be deftitute of a 
«* preach^/' Alio we pve the following letter written in be- 
half of the inhabitants of this villstge, dated Hanover, $th 
September, i 804, to Mr. Rof well Shurtleff. 

«< SIR-T-We are requefted by the inhabitants in this, vicinity 
'« to addrefs you in their behalf, and to exprefs the great fatis- 
*< £iAion, your appointment to the office of Profeflbr of Di- 
«« vinity for Dartmouth CoUege^has given them, and their fln- 
-<* cere defire that you may accept it. Our fituation, for many 
<'reafons, renders this appointment peculiarly interefting. 
« Imprefied with the importance of religion, the people in this 
" village, too few in numbers and without adequate means to 
A* form an independent religious foclety, have l6ng been united 
^* with the members of the Inftitution in religious worfhip .; 
** and habit has now rendered defirable, what feemed at firft 
** the refult of neccffity. Our ardent wi(he$ for the continu- 
*^ ance of this union, have always antitipated that the appoint- 
« ment of a Profeflbr of Divinity, would i^i efiFeft, include that 
*^ of a paftor for. the people. • Thefe wiibes as well as the p^ 





^ cniiarity of cor fitoadon, difpofe as to dilpenfe widi the ordhm 
vc ary and fcrupuloiis forms of preliminary probation ; and can- 
M didly confiding in the difcemment of the Tniftees,as w^ as in 
^ the very refp^able teftimony, the general and pnfaiic ofnn-f 
M ion .bears to your chara£ler, to invite you, and we do it moift 
<f cordially) to accept your appointqaent as Profe^oT) add to be*^ ^ 
•< com^ a paftor to this people. The inhabitants hare beenaf**' 
«* f embled on thb occafion and #e addreft you by their apjpoint- 
•( ment. So little time has elapfed. fince commencement^ that 
«< we are yet unable to aicertain with certainty what p^timiaiy 
M contribution, the inhabitants may make you : their prefent 
«< feelings and difpofition feem to pronkile as much as their abil-» 
«( ity* Our fubfcription paper, a copy of which, for your in* 
<< formation, we enclofe, ha9 already fecured you tl^e annudi 
•< fum 9f 81 S9 ; we hope in a fliort time to increafe this fum 
<< to 8200 : yet it may not, for the prefent year, amount to fo 
•» much. 

« We are, with great refpe£kj and cordial efteem, yow obe«^ 
••dient fervantSi^ 

« BEN. h GILBERT, 
, « WM. WOOD WARP, 

"RICHARD LANG, 
« JAS. WHEELOCK, 
"MILLS OLCOTT.'^ 

% 

ii few weekf after rommencement, previous to Mr. Shurt^ 
leflTs coming to college, we being then deftitute of pretthing, 
two of the elders of the church, called on Profefibr Smith in 
the morning of a certain Sabbath, to know if he would .preach 
to us on that day. Profeflbr Smith then told them, he had 
ferved us, and (he college, as a minifter, for about, or upwards 
of twenty years, that a Profeflbr of Dtyinity was now appoint* 
ed who would perform the fenrice its he had done, and that 
confequently he confidered himfelf as releafed and under no 
obligation in that refpeA either to the college or the people. 
It will be noticed that this relation to the church as paftor had 
never been permanent, but only temporary in its nature— not 
arifing from any ordination or inftalment over the church, but 
only from the fimple vote before mentioned, whereby it was 
left with himi ^or with the church to clofe that conneftioa 
whenever either of them might pleafe — the words are «< as 
long as it may be agreeable and convenient for him and theip.'' 
Jt wilt alfq .be noticed, that in the hearing of many now livingi 
and which is conjGtrmed by.his own publication before mention^ 



.edf that he. had wiihed to be . releafed h fooa at a Profeflbr of 
tjtiyiiiity might be afqpoiated ; /ai{d that .after the appoimmeot 
oi f^f ofeflbr Shunleff he in reality was releafed; and that.h^ 
"wittLprppriety fndvery juftly ^nfidered himfelf << under no 
5^1^Ugfttioa kpm .that rebtion". We are thu$ particular on 
this pqint;i^tiat it, may clearly appear^ we h^d good reason^and 
t!^t if; trail pp crime in us, aa since it has been imputedt to ao 
cm;d vtith Prpfeflpr Smith in the underftanding, that bis paf* 
twfi relatiop ^wasnpw dofrd^ With this hondi and reafon^e 
vipcler^anding we;though^ as ProfeSbr Smith hadiirfved us in 
that relation tor fo many years^ ^ fhe time of his releafe^.which 
hi^ ^d fi» l5»ig defired^had come; that it woqld be net qnpre 
thantreati^g himwith p^pp^ nocicet and due reipe^^i to addrefii 
hfta ph t^e occafibn^^accqrdingly a 4ra^ was preparedj;sM ^ 
'^ meeting of (lie churd^ Dec* li^thi 1804| which meet^pg w^ 
(C^eci. for the puippf<^ of inviting Profeflpr Shurtleff to.under«» 
^aliie ihem^nifterial duties as Profeflbr Smit^ had done, it wa* 
propo&d that f hejaddrefs be adopted by the church ax^l prei^ntM 
|sd to Frofei&r Smith, ^s^hich is asf follows : -. ' 

t « TO THE REV. JOHN SMITH, D. D/ 

^AB the time yott^hav'e fo loiig wiihed format Itogth has' 
s< comei that you ar^ releafed from a part of your too arduous 
^ btaburs^ ^^'^^ appointment of Mr. Shurtleff to the Profei^ 
^4brfl|ip of Oiyinfty «t t^ GoliegeV and as ^e hope he ^Bl'con- 
<Kr.ient to undertalke the^minift^rial bfficci and paftoral care of 
^ this church and congregation ; it is with pleafure we embrace 
<< an ojpp<ftunit]|fl pf manifefting to you otir congratulationVat 
«< thia pi^a^i^ eyeiit. ^d while we prefent you with our 
^<, corral and^gratefol ttianks, for your minifterial fervices, and^ 
\* paftoral care bf us, fince jrour firft undertaking in that rela* 
Action ; we cannot avoid an.ezpreffion of our fenfe of the be^ 
^ i^ol^^ motives which have influenced you therein, and of, 
U iche, integrity and* uprightnefs of your heart in the dikharge 
^ of dtie important duties thereof; , We hope fiill to be fayour- 
tv.^ed with'yoiir friendly advice ajoctaffiftance, in the important 
x^obj^'of Catling one. to fucceed you in the paftoral ^care of 
^ this' flock ; apd that particularly, when we are convened»to 
^confoh and aiS: relative thereto, you, may be prefent and pre*- 
^<^ fide asf heretofore.— May our prayers for your felicity reack 
^'th<^ Heavenlj^ Thirone-^May you long live, and enjoy the uh- 
^'fpeakahlefatisfadion pf being ufeful—^and may you finally^ 
<*£rpm our' H/avf If /y 7a/^/r, receive the celeftliil rew;ard of a 
^^ ipU and faithful Jlevfard,^ 




Tiie ihotidb {ot the f^^ek^hb^t df this MlciM 6f\$tit 
Mtic« and refpeA toDofti 8mi&> wsfs ur|^a% iif'tS^ 
bers of the chiirch preterit «rl^ belbhged to/ tHk St^^ aii6 ^ 
cinitf, ei^ceptmg Prefidem WKeelotk, flbd'^Prbfeflbf-'fifiiiflk 
hknleif— both thefegentletheti'with tlie jmeitibe>s 6^ tfie^tfiix^ 
{vota Hartford in Yettetontf aboilt niti^ oi^tiniii nixMijfi ifl^ 
hid not for years before^ ^mehAlf attfeikded pv^^h^ai MAi 
mpf but who were now prtffe«iH fb^eiraoikliy^t)pp(^ed tfai*^^tf 
tioa of the addrefs, alleging that ^ftfot SdHth'f^k ftflf ^ 
tor df the cfaarch, that it would^ be dkrogatprf «d tiim i%'f % 
remain fo, and infifthig that heihotild ib'ctikitmii^, ff^ nft^'-f/ 
and that Profeflbi- Shurtieffifh^tid ht\iMt€aic>ia^&f^^ki ' 
league to him ; accordibgVjr th^ 'haVM^^bT/^'bi^ itra$b9& 
pa#«dthe foHowing voies.'--4«t At^ £ini^eiiiig t^th^^h^ipl 




"^ Dartmouth College, and requeft hith ta-bi^'6rdS^4^^if S 
« coUeague with the Rer. Dmof^iohh Sthitfi^, #tU8^ftt>M 
V care of this churchi and in caff cf goi$)9Q|t|ce>itii to be lin- 
'* derftoodf that the Rev. DoAor Smith is ordinarily tqjiticmtt 
<<ia th»parpclual'diiti»$» with the !^rao|ch^';tfe^^iMh in 
<< Hartford i and Prpfeilbr >Shurtle^tis.c»'^f(r<iiy^e^€f|l|cbili^ 
«< parochial dntiesi with the biandt^ oi(. laid c|)Urct< (fis Jih^:|^afe 
<f cinity of Dartmou^ College. .. Vpted th^t l«^4i^li¥(^ldiGa^n 
<< Hezekis^i H^zen ^nd Cs^t.'Ingols be ^ comfmtimsfoc tht>il^ 
<c bove faid.pprpoie^ / .; ^ >^jr.:.a >aii':»> 



"At I 
<* Cblleg 




*< Whereas, at a former meeting of this.chutch|4t*V^ Vdijtftp, 
"requeft^'Mr. Profeffor Sbidrtletf to receive' of dfflation^'fttfer 
«« this chuixh, as coUeagde with Oiir'pajtlor'thi^ !!fcV. JRr.rifiS^^^ 
« and that in inch cafe, it wbuld be ext)eaed that t&erlteV^ 
^ Smith (hould attend to the pafbchial codcefrhs 'drrlii^'bf*i&^ 
wof thb church which is at Hartf(rt:d,'and.that;pi'pf?:%:^ 
^ leffflionld attend to the parochial cbhc^iii^^bf t!^^ bVikncn o^ 
^this chdrchwhichis inthe vicinity of f^iVjCbl%^:i .^^^ 
^ whereas fince the paffing df faid vote circiimilanfc^Vappei^^ 
*( unfavorable to its being carried intb effeA, tlfief efore it 'if. ,i^% 
••rcfolved, that the faid vote be. and it ii; ^ccoi:dmgl^''l>iJi^ebj; 
•« refcinded. — ^Voted that this church do eiprefe thW nigii faU^ 
^'fadUon which would refult to them fhouId'|ian 1r^^ 
<* Sfaurtleff think proper to receive ordination ^t large^ and u^ 
^' cafe Mr. Shurtleff fliould conclude t6 be thus drdained> coiir 



«r'£[i{«liiig' tkw kioal iiMsMkm of its iiMffliWit, thU ehurch Uipilk 
^ that, fo ibon as be fksXX bft ib ordaioedt the Rev. Dr Smhlk 
i^c die pail«r» woold take the* particular paAoral care of the con- 
^ cffmi o£ the branch ^ faid church which i& in HartfoiKl, dfii 
<^ that Fifctfeffor Shortfoff would take the particular paftoml 
M careof tbe cotteerm dTlhe bi^anch which is in Haoover t and 
^-diat fehtff «kMil4 aft aejoi^ paftors in all matters which oiajr 
«^ 'reqwe- t^Le attemion<of the whole ehurdh. it is herebjr de^ 
^.darM that tiothing'ie imended by this vote which jihan ever 
«<>be'c^ftrtled, or coikfidered as opening the way to any fatnre 
^ diitlfloQ Of fepiB^tiiMi of laid chm^ch, fo a« to naake- two dil^ 
U tinft thurehifs, which is ta be viewed as one ahd iiidi%ifibte 
«»>ttiidief J^fiia Chrift the^ ^eit Bead --^and wUi^ it iir hoptfd 
1^ wiU icAig^ toitititie fiiob^ and on the PiMbyt^anf jpkitf of pft^ 
^•ertunentt' tho adtafitages of which by th^ goodoeft of Gdd 
^^ hirr e been io long experi^need and realised^ 

« Jannai^ l8tfi VS05^ wted, thait the following piarigrafAk 
^te fia^oined to fecOn^vote pa^d sit the lafif rot^etkig; «<TliQ| 
«»'hicale Mr. Fi«feflbi< Shnrtleff fltoutd confcfHt to receive ors- 
f dkiaaioit at large, ahd take the particular pattoril care of the 
aa com^eMs )0i t)^ braoeh of tbk church which is in Hmti^M^ 
«^ k ia ititeidkedaad dMttot that the two pttftors Vtt, he atid the 
««Rev. Profefibr Sniithf be coiffidered' a« perf i^ly ^q«fal ili lorft 
^^ fic^ aind !* ^l^theh* addyHfiftratioM.*-^Votcld t«y <rhof^ acoi^ 
t^mtttec^ of ehitte p^on^ td exprefs to Mi". FroJF^jfer Shtfrtl^tf 
tf*^ tbeif ^^lA^ ^M ^ l»ottkl be ordained at large.^ ' 

it will naturally here be aiked, Why Proteflbr Sfiiilh have- i 
ing been io defirpus of being relealed from nxinifterial duties, ! 
^^Uld now,1»e fo definMi» to retain his pafboral relattoii to the 
chi^it'hr ? l%f»'fnddcftt chafige in the mind of that gentlemtu^, 
was fndeed at the time, as unexpefted and fufprifii^ to onr^ 
ifelves, as it was to fee the people from Hartford attendii^g 
that meeting, to enfprce a meafute not imereftitrg^tothem- 
ftl«es^ and (o veary generally difagreeable lo the religioua foci* 
ety i^ this place — and to anfwer: th^ query, it is necefiiry.i^ 
iOate a foible, wh^ otherwife, efpeclaUy as he is now m nt^^ 
|t :would be both our duty and wiflv to veil apd pafs ovj^r-^ 
v^ehis} that ProffeiTor Smith from his natural yielding and 
compliant difp<^tion— *irom his long iutio^acy and connef^ipa 
m a Subordinate bSice with Prefident Wheelock, during the n^ \ 
ny* years of their (onnedion w>th; the College, had ^i^variably 
Veepi in the habit of conforming his opinions anc) fentiments^ 
h^di in College and Church affairs, to thofe of his friend aifd 
^^f 09i««---Wben we coni^der this, an4 the opposite charaAer ^ 



K) 

Dr. Wtoelock:^ we oiufelveft, »re not at a liofs> for. a (blut^on to 
fhe^qpery. • Should ^y douibc the juftieit of our cooicluiiQn, vjre 
fiMiy appeal) aod chaUenge irom the loQg^oJGcial.come£li9n:of 
tbofe two geutlemeot both in church and Coliege» a foiitary in« 
ftftnce» wherein Proleilbr Smith has tot jipproved and fupported 
the ineafur^& and views of Prefidenjt Wheelock*— or where ia 
a matter of -any moment) their votes and voices ha^d not been 
always in unifbn. This being the caie, and a thirft and fond* 
nefs for power which Dr; Wheelock may poflefs, if not in an 
estorbitantf at leaft» in an equal degree witU the refk of man* 
kind } and the inftuence i^ the church, which he might there- 
by retanit through the mediutn and aid of^the paftor» and 
vWluch will be confirmed by the feq^iel^ leaves no doubt in our 
.miadsi whence aro^ that ineonfiftency in Frofeflbr Smith* a 
gentl^nan howev^r^ notwithftanding this foible of. humanity^ 
pofTefled of many amiable and good qualities) which with plete& 
ure our memories will cherUh. — ^The united Inftu^ce of .thefe 
two genliemion) with circu(nftances which yiU be. l^r/eaftep 
aoticedf accounta fatisEiGtorily to uS) alfoj why^thofe frUniL 
Hartford) (bould ta^e fo much trouble to interfere^ ^as Ibof 
have ia this matter),(fee note 2.) The coUeaguing fit paftora 
as proposed and indited on by our opponents, being altogether 
repugnat^t to^out wiihes^ and tbofe of the congregation at 
bffig^fiwe rep^ed to them our expoftulations on the fubjjefl;, 
in a written: addresS) to which wasfiibjoined avmanifeftation of 
the minds of nearly all the principal inhabitants of the village } 
which follows. 

. y To the brethren, of the church of Chrl{^ at Dartmouth 
College) who live in Hartford^ from the brethreaof the (aid 
church in the vicinity of faid College. 

<' OfiARLY BELOVED BRETHREN) ' 

« From a ftrong appreheniion we entertain that Mr. Shurt- 
Itff will not confeot to undertake the paftoral care of this 
^urch) in the connection as colleague) agreeably to the vote 
reqiiefting him thereto^ yefberday pailed by a majority of faid 
church ; and after a* candid deliberation on the fubje£b and ar- 
guments—being, fully convinced of the impropriety and inex- 
pediency of the meatee ; we are induced; in brotherly love, in 
this way to addreis you on the iubjefk which we confider as re» 
lating to U8) fo interefting and important. Mr. Shurtleff it 
feems is called by the Head of the church) to minlfter to the 
people in this vicini|;y in holy, things, atleaft as you yourfelves 
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Drill sMotowledge tp preiicfa the gofpei to us-^He, of all titHer^^ 
a^ftk^e^m^fi ^ (Hdr choice, tstod'one that we love in the Lord > 
and IvtM^i We If hhik bids feir, with the bieiih^s of the Alimiglw 
tV«*%obe '^mkiently ufeful in this psiit dftiis viaejard. We 
confidsr iiim every way qualified and comp^ent to' the idijior^ 
tant 'o^cej; of a mimfter^of Jefus Chrift, and papftor of his Iit«^ 
tie flo^k^n this plate« \yith th^ aKthork^^rf that fatf ed of^ 
£ce9 -We wifh to have Um cloathed ; end as a watcbmln (et 
«ver 11$,' tinlhackled, and uitconnefbed vnth any other paftoTi 
as relabels to this p^tt of th^ thurch, and the people hi this ^ 
citthy^ While 'wemanifeft this, as our moft ardent wMhi Hp^ 
ikMild'<iot-be underftood ta iuggeft a moft' diftaUt defire, or 
i^etk a wiltingners to d<) «n«^ thing whierebf tte* religiims privi^ 
ie^es'of out dear breth^t^h on your fide df the river fhAil \Hk 
^Siaimiiflied or curtailed.' Wei have been and Aiil are happy ia 
the religious and bi'otherfy relatibn we SuM in to you : ami t 
may God errant that no machination of the grand and fubtle 
adverfary may deftrby this our happineft. * You, we are feHfi- 
blei are a majority of the church, and can carfjr wy voterela- 
five to this, or any othei* matter, agrieeably to -four wiflies t-^— 
at the fame tinie weare perfuaded^^ytm will nor iAcpnfiderately 
improve that advantage vrhich'ydbTiave, agi[fnft'thie' principles 
of religion, reafon,'or huiiianityi Though We are a minority 
of the chforchj we beg ydu to cofsfider, that 'we are here inthef 
ftate, tawa^ and neighborhood, where this church is planted^ 
and where the ordinances have been, are, and will be admin- 
ifteri^. That we arid (he people iu this vicinity expeA to con^* 
tribute withoiit any alfi/lance from you, to the fupport of Mr* 
Shurtleff— that you can hereafter,^ as heretofore, partal^e with 
us here, in all the benefits of God's holy ordinances, which will 
contiifue you on as good a footing as you have heretofore been. 
And as you have manifefted a defire, that our late paftor Dr. 
Smith, may minifter to you ordinarily in holy things, by reafon 
of your local ficuatiod and diilance from ua, we cordially will 
acquiefce th^ein, and if necefiary by vote, we will join and re- 
queft him to continue his late relation to thischurch, fo far as re^ 
lates to you, 'and as will be necefiary and a liifficient warrantto 
him therefor. In t&is way it appears to us, your rational wifii- 
es muft be anfwered, and that we may be gratified in what ap- 
xpe^rs to i^s f o highly reafonaWe. We beg you further to ^n- 
^der that the iettlement of a minifter and paftor as it refped^ 
us, is all important as probably for our livesrr-^thj»t we are now 
uncommonly united and happy in our future profpe^^s, if our 
wiihes and expectations in tlus iniiance are not defi^ated w4; 



fidre, k muftbe,that infloences you, and which'ia our laid 
meetings you, yourfelvesihave repeatedly urged, viz. that Dr. 
fimith has long fel*ved us as Paftor, and that for another to takd 
the paftoral office in this church, but as colleague or joint paftor 
with him, vnDuld be, cafting him out, treating, him with in- 
dignity, and robbing him of that honor to which hfi is entitled^. 
The fallacy of this argument>notwithftanding^ the learnings 
rhetoric, and fophiftry, with which it has been adorned \ ^p- 
p^ars clearly 'evident, when we confider, that it is the high^ft 
Iionor of every follower of Jefus, and efpecially the ihinifters 
of his everlaftine gofpel, to follow and obey, the calls and point- 
ihgs of his providence-— and as it appears fo clear thafthe i]A-' 
fulnefs of Dr. Smith as paftor is here at an end^ and tfiat Ke 
only ftands in the way to keep out another (Mr. Shurtleff) wh6^ 
we think Heaven, in mercy, and id anfwer to the prayers of 
fome of its children, has fent to labour in this part of its vine* 
yard — 'This being the cafe, it appears to us, that your and Dr; 
Smith's conteft in this matter, is a refufal to obey the call of 
God's providence ; that y6u and he are in this inflande con^* 
tending with the Almighty \ and that it is laying to the Moft 
High, though Dr. Smith is called to give plsice to another, yet 
it will be derogatory to him, therefore keep it he Ihall — &e 
^onfequences of which, our dear brethren j we intimated to ydu 
In our addrefs before referred to, and of which we again moflr 
folemnly warn you : hereby acquitting ourfelves before Heaven, 
and our own confciences,\>f the enormous guilt and doidfiil 
confequences, which muft neceflarily attend fuch an unequal 
conteft. 

** Shall any of us who profefs to be the followers of Chrift,' 
puft the earthly honor of an individual, (which is lighter than 
the duft of the balance) in competition with the peace, hap« 
pinefs, and profperity of his church; or in other words, will 
you facrifice the peace, happinefs and profperity of us your 
brethren and fifters, and that of the inhabitants in this place^ 
ioT the fakb of conferring on Dr. Smith the empty honor of be- 
ing called the Paftor of the church at Dartmouth College.-— 
God forbid — iand n>ay he blefs this our humble eiideavor to 
prevent, that the caufe of our holy religion (bould bb fo facri*. 
legioully proftituted to a purpofe fo vain, finifter, and irreligiousp 

" We cannot difmifs the fubjeft, without calling to your 
minds, though with continued ana heart-felt grief, fome of the 
mealures that have been purfued to effeA the aforefaid eftab- 
liihment of Dr. I^mith as our paftor, uncalled, as we think of 
Gt^d, and certainly unwiihed for by. US'-— among which^arejdMB 
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fracttring z cehificate in a prtTate manaef} and on ta txpM^ 
repr^fentatipn^ ifrom three refpedted clergymen^ wherein» with* 
QUI any knowledge^ excepting what they got from the individ- 
ual who procured the faoie^ and who probably ftated matters 
according to Im 0wn wiflies, they advifed accordingly in writ- 
ingf whkh was laid before this church, at a former meetinj^ 
for the purpofe) if any was intended thereby, as we conceive^ 
unduly to influence the minds of fome of the membersi, and 
thereby affeA the faid eftablifhment of Dr. Smith. ' 

. « In addition to thisi pleaie to recoUeA, the endeavors that 
were nfed to obtain a voce declaring Judge Hubbard to be. a 
member of this church ; notwithftanding the church or the 
^eateft part of the memj^rs were ftrangers to him, and not- 
withftanding he bad n,o| at that time any letter recommendato* 
wj to the church, and what is more extraordinary, that he.him- 
ielf at that time, did not requeft or even defire it. 
' ' /< Why all this i unlets it were frpm an hope or expeAation 
that he would affift in effecting the aforef aid eftablifhment of 
Dr< Smith as our paftor* And after all, when a vote was ob- 
tained by a Imall majority, againft which we io fjerioufly objeA* 
ed, why was it refufed, when we requefted that the yeas and 
nays might be taken^ and that the names of all who voted for 
and. againft, might be entered on the records of the chi^rch, we 
aik, why.this was refufed, unlefs it were, that in that cafe it 
would appear (aid vote was carried by a imall majority of youy 
who live out of town, and that theie who live in this victnit];, 
and attend divine .iworfhip here were oppo£ed to it,coniequeut- 
ly, that it would not appear fo honorable p Dr. Smith. And 
why was it at the fame meeting laft referred to, when we 
exprefled our feelings of grief at the opprefiive meafures you 
were purfuing, to controul and deprive us of our religious lib- 
erties and privileges, that it was propofed by fome one or more 
of you, if we were difiatisfied with the doings of the majority^ 
that in that cafe^ we might take difmiflions from the church,i 
we aik, why this proportion, unlefs it were that Dr. Smith, 
might remain paftorof the church at Dartmouth College, ^U 
^bough compofed only of members miles diftant, and even in 
another State ; while we the members in the vicinity of faid 
College, in that cafe, muft refignto you the Temple that we 
have built for the worihip of our God, and for the adminiftra- 
tton of his holy ordinance^ and ga as flieep without a ihepfaerd, 
l^eking places for his worihip among ftrangers. 

^< Thefe meafures,, our brethren, as their objeA is to continue 
'and crowd Br. Smith upon us as paftor entirely againft our 



wiflies, ai th«y tend to pr»^ent our cwjotteg tlui iii»<i9 iMi 
dioice, who we truft the Lord of the harveft ka^t ^f^to^ U)iet 
in this part of his vineyard ; and who c^not eiieer whHe ^M 
«nd Dr. Smith fiand in the way to prrrent him» itod ^t^ (irbhk 
ably might be abundantly ufeful woaM yott M<m MtA CO^tflftW^ 
«re confider asopprej^ve^ and tending gre»t)y to injore 4M 
wound the «aufe of religion in general, and f»artknl^^;r teiltf^ 
Ing td the overthrow and- deftrtiAioti ef^ Z«on'&etti*l In ^Idl 
place — and ineonfiftent with thefi^lemn oMigatioii^ that* we a^ 
all under I to promote the peace atid ptfolperity of the ^Mrff— 
M(»reover it is abafing the honeft fimpikir^ Of D^ ^wikhfiff 
eaaiing him to believe that to be for hifr honor, which lb grear^^ 
>}y t^nds to his difhonor as a mhiifter of the goipel-*^ aikid as ll 
te^ds to his difhonor, fo the fa€i*ed office that fie hokl^ mtfH 
eonfequefitly be liable to proport icmate diihono^' tfiid etn^emjR 
therefrom* ^ 

^« We therefore muft repeat our femonftfMecF ^hlft-all 
your faid pvoceedings, having for their obfedf the eftaWifllniMi 
of Dr. Smith) to the exclufion of Mr. Shnrtteff fiN>iil the ftU 
pafftoral ctnre of es-^nd we requeft that thii, witb eaOt^ of Ott^ 
tiames fttbicribed, may be enter^ on the reeOrds of faid chttrch} 
there to remain as a bfttng teftimony that all the afOrefilitf 
votes amd meafures have been patfed in entire oppofition ifo tfm 
Viflies ; and that the fame h matter of great grief to us. ^ 

<• We reft the matter, praying for the bleffing anddkeAtOA 
dfth^Ahnighty.'' 

[Signed by membera^fiear Daiftmoiith €!oHe|[e.] 

"Hanover, 12th Pebmary 180^." v 

The fincere motives that influenced na in this, aa m the &lt 

1 addreis toProiefibr Smith ot Dee. ISth were e^^ly mitoom 

\ flraed by Prefident Wheelock and bis JidherentS) io tbait M 

r hope now remainlog for odr enjoyment of jchriftian f^iviiegff 

and freedom we propofed. to them, to unite with«i9 in catting » 

mutual council, to advife whether it would not be lieft- to form 

into two churches, and to take uito confideriacioBi and. decide 

refpe^ng any matters of grievance, which had ariten between 

Ofr— and accordingly we oiade Iho Mloiiing fe<^eft for t 

church meeting : 

•< We the lubfcribcrs, members of the chnrch at Dartmotith 
College, feeling ourfelves deeply affefted at the unhappy, danfl- 
ing, and threatning controverfy that has arifett, and now l(ib- 
SSs ztnong us, by reafon that our brethren on theotfief fide Of 
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liie river, ta»i in tlie State of Vermont have refbfed to liften to 
md be entreated by us who live in the vicinity of faid College, 
on the interefting fubje£l of our having a gofpel paftorofour 
own choice— ^And as no ptolpcCi appears of an amicable accom- 
modation of the difficulties and controverfy, but by a divifion 
of faid church into two diftinA and feparate churches, accord*- 
ing to the natural diviilon, pointed out by the local fitaation 
of the contending parties — And as this our unhappy fituation, 
feems clearly to call for the friendly aid and ad vice ot the friends 
of Zion's caufe ; thde are therefore to requeft yoo, to notify 
and requeft the brethren of the church in Hartford who attend 
your miniftry there, to meet at the meeting houfe, in this plac«, 
on Wednefday next at one o'clock P. M. for the purpofe of 
tiniting with us oil this fide, in calling a council of able and 
diiintetefted miniftering fervants of our divine Lord and Maf- 
ter, who may advife to fuch meafures as may tend to a rcftora- 
tion of peace and brotherly love among us« and as may be pro*^ 
Bidtive of the caufe and interefk of our blefied Redeemer. 

f< Signed by members near the Collegi^4 
<( Hanover, February 27th, 180.5. 

ii TO THE REV. JOHN SMITH^ D. D. 

« to be communicated." 

The iheeting ^as called, aiid held, and our ^ropofition {6t « 
Council rejeAed by the following vote. 

<< At a meeting of the church of Ch^ift at Dartmouth Co^ 
lege, March 8th, 1805, the following was voted — ^Whereas a^ 
isumber of the brethren of this church have defired that the 
church would convene, take into confideration, and agfee to 
call a council to deteriplne if there fhould iiot be a leparatioa 
of the membei's of faid. church, by a local diviflonal Hnie, and 
that two <:hui'ches'be inftituted inftead of the prelent one—' 
Therefore refolved, that though ihii church are willing to adopt 
itny meaiure which might be confident, comporting with the 
defire of their laid brethren ; yet Iti the pi'efent cafe, thejr 
confider that from about the time of the eftablifhment of tlS^' 
diurch, it was com|>ofed of members promifcuoufly from the 
two parts of territoiy through which it is propofed to draw a 
divifional line ; that the member^ occu[:lying thefe two parts, 
have from the beginning, about thirty five years ago, to thef 
^refenlt time, been together, exercifed phriftian watch and fel- 
lowlhip with one another,, and conduced all matters pertain- 
ing to the order and welfare of the church, as members of one^ 

' . c 



h^9 i IM imm &mIi ^«m> tb^ ^M kmA k oMm^tat m 

^fi^ tag^^th^r* 19 a^ oi^tfifi^ 9C ihft .ahurdi> the avocagfi dUtottsa 
o| thf: s^emb^rs b^iqg h^t «J^^«br«» mi^%» aijul QM»iit« that 
ti^^ir ipviltml U«tic£t ms fa^?^ |a*finNpU^ under Gcid bjr th«ui 
b^.ing uaiied ip QP9 tod¥ 9 ibal it appeaoi tktrft might be. ftunui 
a4^%Q|sig^ ia ib(;virei 99 19 U0}ie;'pdi^ arifiag feoooL thiat uoLofi ^ 
t;b4t ther^ M gre-'M; seafovi wijth ' biupUili]& to. reDdar ptiafcLts^ 
thant^Qsitiing toGi^d &r Ui3 great goodii^ i|k prafiBntuig tkk» 
cbywTi^h* 9MPt4 gr^otipg iw\i e^dmce q£ his mesoiful tegardr for; 
it thraugh A^h 9A uiwtf rvupl^ iirrm of' yea^rs trooi the Srtc> 
tp tbU time i th^t by driving fuch ^ litat as k pr^fiid, u: 
^iU tf ad tp prpdiKe a f^puniuon beiweea ladNidi^ monhes^ 
lUiog in the t^vro diftioA fitu^tiions fteopofed to. bo diTidftd, wk» 
2ffn iq/ctJJ9ed to CiQ^iD^A tQgf thier. a&thqr have always iatke 
£ifiAi». cbwrch *, tb^t as Chstft\ Kingdom, iinot q£ thift world, as. 
the church aad ftat^arQdiAiafil; la thek oatnce, as the dvuer 
ci tb^ citi%«Q can iv^y^er iiiter£Mro. with thofa of the ckuish: 
memb^rs» fo. tb^ri^ a|^9ars ta be no rcafoa ion diividikq^ tW 
me/nbera of tbe church merely, becaufe thtere b a local line of 
civil government between, theoit and more e^)^ally. as this 
line exifted when the church was eftablifhed, and the members 
though always living in ieparate governments have never ex- 
t>erienced the leaft difadvantage ; that there appears no fuffi-* 
cient reafon for making the river the divifional line as propefed, 
as the members h^ve never found any great infio aven fence in 
paffing it by ferry, and this iiipoavenience.i$. ftill further and 

akp^ft wh9(ly W^9^^^ H ^h? 99^^^^^^o^^. ^ «)5 i? Welded 
^ j-fsbuild the bridge. 

« Eoi; the %QgQing c^^^d^ratipn?^^ %i^ fW^K ^}^^^k i^ *ft ^ 
wrduty tb^t th^ qvaJQrity,^ the, m^i^«^ %mA44i1|9J,i^ 
tiie church tp erefl; t^p 911 its.i^tdn^, c^ tliaf tji^e v?iHpf;it]^i^viA 
abandon the (aid churci^, tp form. th^flfcjUy^? ip^^a. ^f^^ «>9S*-tr; 
In ^iti^er li^l^t we cc^^jfide^ i); as^vd€;](tr^Ripj the eaFjift^^^^qf^ 
church, which the i^embgri^ t^i^j^; it t|ifir duty, up^er.Qq^i, ^^ 
l^e determined in prpmotingi a^d tlus w^.coi)cc|iy£^af afi^pi^fs 
ceaibn why w^ cannp^ cou(ent . to f^bJl^^ t^f ^^^^ ta ^fXf, 
ItPMncl). We hnow of nothing to fijiJbinit upl|Bi^ itbi^ ^IWi^ijilttiPs 
me. cnurch ifcajil comin^ifp its.ex^^ 

^o^cfaid brethren have, ej^preljed afl i^eafij:)ff^ we, ve. w^I^ 
they d^oi^ld, apd they have th^ rigl^t to. qall, any,cp^nfiiJ,^vffc 
obt^i^ any advice in reg^fd. tp, the Pf^h^o^ tl^eu: 9'Ta4¥ty.nrr: 
filappy ihbuld we bi^ were all th^ m^^er^i 4ifp^d, t^ co^iji)^, 
apd to vi^alk together in chri^ian Ipve ; and ihpHl4 th^ ^^.K«c. 
iaU^i^rethren on,due refleftiop conclude to, r^ioainWittl ¥^ m, 
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^ffd pnM^t^i ive thiirii me fed itielfiaed to ido^ mf Meat- 
«lv eonfiftent with rtftitndei as appestrs irig hsve b^ en by t^ 
JkfidgB nf (be churchy and efp^riaily the iaft vtit«'oik the fub^ 
|clh Sut lioWtn^9 flimild the tifei^eiiidd brnfaren nettiain difi. 
idtisfied) md nm be cdAteot to walk wkh thechtirch in ehtift. 
ian love, we do not defire to embanifs th4ir pit)girefs> of \sf afty 
•bftacle in thfe way of what they ttiay fttppofe their i\itf ; and 
tiMreMre, if ihey f&oiddulti&iateiy cmclttdi that it will be b^ft 
for them to lea^e our body^ we fliall c&nf^m and ^c^niefte, 
pruying that the grace of ciod may abound to eath of tbeitt. 
Bot M it appears that there is a diffieiitty between theih and 
ftttie of our brethren nf ^r body^ and theiatter think tfaeAi- 
iM\vtk aggrieved by Tome eicpreiHons contsilned in a letter of the 
19th of laft tnohdiy frotn the former to them, it is onr prayer 
that this woMd may be healedi and thdu^h we do nbt pretend 
htm to determfaie whether there Is dl* h ntft grohnd of tmeafU 
ttefs^ yet it feem^ that a difference fubfifts, and it is becoming 
ihat it ftiOUld be fettled on the principles ef the gdfpel, that the 
f^r#feffing followers oi Ghrift mat live and a^ in fHendfhip and 
iove, whether they be members of the f^iiie or of difikrent 
ehurchesi 

" A trtte ecrpy^ Atiefti 

Slgnedi " iOHtl SMITH, Paftdr-" 

> 

No alterdative wasno^Iefc ns^ but that of calling an exparte 
council^ and accocdingly we proceeded td re^vteft a bmnber of 
refpedtable minifters to cohvene for the purpofe df advifing us 
in our unpleafant iltuation } and of this^ ^e gave notice to our 
opponents as follows ; 

<< The members of the church of Chrift at Dartmouth Col- 
lege, to the members of faid church Who live at Hartford*-r- 

*< After yout refufal to unite ^ith us in cilling a douticil to 
heaf and advife us in oixt nnhappy fituation as a church \ We 
have thought it oUr duty, and accordingly haVe proceeded t6 
requeft a council of ft veil of the paftors of the churthes of our 
tiord Jefus, viz. the Rev. Meffrs, Potter of Lebanon, Burton 
of Thetford, Dana of Orford, Lambert of Newbury, Tullat 
of Royalton, Eaftman of Randolph, and Lyman of Brookfield, to 
ctjmvene at this place on Wednefday the 17th day of April next, 
at teh o'clock, A. M. to hear £nd advife relative to our unhap^ 
py fitnation. Although from yoUr refuial to utaite with us. 
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tilts council is necefflurily of our own txMett choice i yet fit 
afluFe yoot in making the choice* we have meant to chooie 
thofe only who we thought were not only capable and judi- 
cious ; but who alfo would difintereftedly» free from party' in* 
fluence* advife to fuch 'meafures as; will be promotive of the 
cauie of religion) and of the church* 

<^ As fome of you have fuggefted that in our late addrefs to 
yout of February laft> we had made reprefentations unbecom- 
ing chriftian brethren ; we would now propoie to you» if yon 
are diflatisfied with any thing contained in faid addreft or re- 
monftrance, or at any other part of our condoft or proceed* 
ings towards yoi|» that we are heartily willing^ as we repeated- 
ly tpid you sit our laft meeting, when we lo importunatdy re- 
quefted and urged you to unite with us in calling a mutual 
council, to hear and advife relative to all matters of diffen- 
tion and controyerfy between us. We fayi if you have ought 
^gsilnft us, we are heartily willing to an{wer before this revet'^ 
end and refpe&ble council, tq any thing you may be pleafed 
^0 allege ; provided you will furoifh us with a copy of fuch 
allegs^tions, a ihort, reafonable time, fay a day or two, pre^ 
vious to the fitting of faid council. And, our brethren, how 
great matter of joy would it be to us, if you would re-confid* 
er, and now aigree to fqbmit all matters to this, as to a mutual 
council. And, if it (hall be thought beft and moft for the. 
wetfar^ of the church and religion, that we divide and become 
two churches t that we may" part without bitternefs, and with, 
chriftian love towards each othei:, as ftill, though in two parts* 
of one and the fame family of our Lord Jefus. ' 
[Signed by the members in the vicinity of Dartmouth College.^ 

"March 21, 1805.*' 

On the day appointed, the council, compofed of gentlemenj^^ 
-hereafter named in their refult, convened^and went into a hear- 
ing of the whole njatt^r, Prefident Wheelock himfelf, and 
our other opponents being prefent, exhibited their objedUons 
to us, and the objedl of our wifhes, which were lupported and 
enforced with all the ^e^ning, talents, and eloquence, of the 
gentleman laft named. After the hearing, (he cquncil formed, 
and ^ublifhed the fpUp wing refult ; ' ^ ' 

« At a council convened in^Hanover, at the dwelling-houfe- 
of deacon Benoni Dewey, on the 17th of April, A. D. 1805, 
purfuant to letters miffiye from the brethren of (he church of 



Quriftiajiheticiaity of Dartmouth College, reiSding eaft of 
ConoeAicut river^ requeJKng aJjyiancitAziAve to certain matters 
of difficulty. Were prefent, the reverend Meffi*s. Potter of 
Lebanon^ Burton of Thetford^ Lyman of Brookfield, Lambert 
of Newbury, Dana of Qrford, and Eaftman of Randolph ; 
who, forming into a council, chofe the Rev. Ifaiah Potter mod- 
erator, and the Rev. Nathaniel Lambert icribei The council 
then adjourned to the meeting-houfe, where they opened with 
prayer by the moderator ; and then they proceeded to a hear- 
ing of all matters which faid brethren had to lay before them : 
opportunity was likewife given to all perfons concerned, to of- 
fer any thing which they chofe upon the fubjedt. The council 
then adjourned to the dwelKng-houfe of CoL Aaron Kinfman, 
for the purpofe of deliberating, and forming a refult. 

<< We are of opinion that exparte council ought not^o be 
called except in an extreme cafe, as where certain brethren.are 
aggrieved,' who, being a minority, and requefk motual council^ 
are refufed. We feel ourfelves to be in a very unpleafant fit*? 
uation (as is common for fuch councils,) neverthelefs we con- 
Cder it to be our duty to refult as follows : 

<< We do not find that any fpecial relation has ever been 
formed between this church and any preacher of the gofpel, 
as their paftor, by any particular charge from an eccleflaftical 
council, as is ufual in fuch cafes. And whereas it appears that 
jhe two branches of this church have in times paft found it 
moft convenient to be united, yet, circumftances having chang- 
ed, there being now a meeting-hotife on each fide of the river, 
in both which public worfliip is conftantly attended — and 
whereas certain difficulties having arifen, between the two 
branches, which they have been unable to fettle, it becomes a 
queftion, whether the interefi of religion does not require, 
that the members of the branch on the eaft fide of the river 
{hould be formed into a diftinft church ? This council having 
carefully weighed every circumftance fuggefted to their minds, 
cefpefting this queftion,give it as their opinion, that fuch a meai- 
ure is expedient and neceffitry. Further — with refpeA to the 
remonftrance which the brethren on this fide of the river ex- 
hibited to the church, we arie of opinion that it contains certain 
expreffions which do not fufficiently favour of chriftian chari- 
ty, and therefore ought to be difapproved by the remonftran^^ 
previous to their being organized. This being done, we/fee 
nothing in the way of their being fornied into a church ftate, 
fince the body have exprefled their confent, as appears from a 
cc^ain claufe in a vote pafied by them on the Sth of March 
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laid brctbrcB remtin diffittisfii^d) «ili not be antmt to vtiSk 
with tU cfaitlrdi iti chriftian love^ #e do not delirt to feinUNliv 
yafi their )plrogh»l8|, ot lay any obftaile ih the way ol wirat cli€^ 
may fuppdfe dieirdiiityi and tb^refbf^ if they fkoutd tthiflMtdiy 
conclude that it ifiXL bit bi(t fot them to leave our body^ ire 
ihall confent and acqni^fce % pray&ig that the griaee of Ged 
inay fiibouod to etioh of thfem*^ 

« Fuithenliore, we conceite that the orgdntaalrte tolF a sew 
church in this ]p]afie will notk in the lehft^ afl«£k the ^xBlkenee 
tf the church originally formed here by tfat late Reverend Dr. 
Wheelock. 

(« And fiowi brethren*, kt ciafe yon &o«ld bekKome a dKftmft 
churchy w^ ^arneftly wiA your untty^ futdre peaise^ aad brotk- 
erly love, one to another, as well as your brethren the chyirch 
with whom you kave> for (6 many years, talked in chriftian 
fellowship and gofpel order ; and hope that you 4n4 they, in 
two diftin^ fifter churches, tnay mutually j^ive tdgethet fbr 
the edification and comfort of each other ; and may fo run^ 
as that, in the day of Chrift Jelus, you may rejoice together, 
that you have not run in vain, nor laboured in vain< And we 
do now earneilly commend you to God, and to the word^of 
his grace, which is abk to build you up in holineis, to an iur 
heritance among them that are fan^ified. 

i« Voted unanimoufly— ISAIAH POTTEft, Moderhior. 
(Atteft) NATH'L LAlVifefifeT, Scribe. 

<< After the refult was read, and the council having pointed 
0ttt thofe escpreffions in the renk^nftrance as excieptioaable^ the 
brethren do freely and unanimoufly difapprbve i^ them as iMt 
being fufficiently iavoury of chriftian charity*"^ 

[Signed by membetis in the viciiiity of Dafttiidiith Coli^g^.Q 

Though the council recommended that \^e ihould'be lomi* 
ed into a church by ourielves, ftill purfuant to ^e vei^l advice 
el the fame council, we delayed our organisation for fome 
time, to fee whether thofe in Vermont, might tiot think prop* 
*er themfelves, to form the new church pr<ypoied, stfid kfave lis 
in this vicinity to remain as the church originaUy founded in 
Ihis place. In the mean time, we converied with the moft kf- 
fluential members in Hartford, who expreffed fully to us^ that 
fucha meafure would be quite agreeable to them, if ^e on this 
fide might be agreed therein ; but obferted at the fame 
time, << they couU n6t bind the Samf/st^ ipitb eotds^ artddiii'ver him 
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tmi te UfJ^ Aolordbgly ve. adireftJ a letter ta Pxe^d^nt 
Wli9Qk»cfe» 911 tiMk fofc|eA»'lie hfiing tl]ka onl^ male membt^ «k 
^]ft^ toe$ vsoepting Profalar Smitk ia this tieiaity oppofed ta 

us j of vfhvJx tk» fiotHoKiDg ia a oclp]^ 

* . . ^ • ) 

J 

«^ SINCB the refttk of the hte ecdeflaftica! council in thk 
placei we have been given to underftahd, that it would be quite 
afireeable to our breAren on the other fide of th^rirer, them- 
fdves, to withdraw and form the difktnft church reccommendo 
ed, and leave ua to renlath the church at Dartmouth College, 
whkh was founded bere by your late reverend and piousfather^ 
provided we on thi^ fide may aH be agreed on tbe rpeafure— 
^nd as h is a matter, (perhaps veiy itftportan|t in its cqxii^quen- 
ces) that^y as we conceive, refts folely with you to d^eitlr\ittei^ 
we have therefore; thought proper tonjanlfoit to you, the great 
fktisfa^tion it would be to us, l^ould you think prooer to, tinitei 
wkbus, and we continue to. remain together in the lame chur^ 
ftates» we ha^ heretofore b^en,'and that the way may be 
thereby b^enedfor dur Wrethre** to withdraw and ' form anew 
by theinfelves, as has beeh luggefted; 

'<^The expediency .or proprJetyiof - /i9«V organization i^to a 
diftinA church rather than otirsj and the advantages thence arif- 
i&g t^the caufeand^isitereftof're^ibh^and that Qf the infti* 
tution (which is deav^^to us) over which you fb worthily prefidet 
it-fe perhaps needlefs fdr us to point out to your better under- 
(landing — however, pleafe to indulge us in fugge^iitg th^ fol- 

«fcSb' cafe the bre^enon the other iide remain of the chui»clK 
at^ Partmottth College 5 as they will conftittite the whole 
ohureh, yourfelf and one or two others only excepted';^ s(nd as 
diving wor&ip, and the admibiftration of the ordinances wiU 
pr^bably^be very generally there 1;^ will it not with propriety 
be confidered thatfeidchurchin reaftty is tranfplantedta Hart- 
ford, and of courf^that nothing of it i&^r/? remains but the name i 

<< And fliould you conclude tp continue with t^eop ;, MbiUiipt 
your atteivknck^Qh disdb&woi^fhip, or th^ z^mvi^f^tiQU €^ 
the ordnances, with a. focietyfc^ renv>tpl|^ ^li^l^dv^bnQ a«;e9«|9 
pained wj^ very, great Inaoovepience to yQu ?<«-r,Qr {]^qt)^tj|pM| 
body q&thA Qhiureh'^ from the othe^r fide, con^Ce^ ^t tiingresirtt^ tM 
celebrav(i9L,QfiL6h& ordbiance^oil this fide', asi they, are fc\ n»r 
merous, will it not, at leaft, have the appearance of much* 
pains taken to maintain a naaii^ oiily) oCa^churth i Qh la^ly, 
(houldthey hereafter conclude, as Shortly' tl|ey may, 10^ i^tvie 



agoTpel minifter there of themf elves ; Will he be ordained A 
Paftor of the church at Dartmouth CoUege ? If not, in that cafe, 
and there not being enough on this fide to conftitute a churcht 
will not even the name of that church become extinA i ^ 

«< It has been intimated that probably at the next commence* 
ment Mr. Shurtleff will be directed to confine his minifterial la- 
bors to the Students in the chapel — fuch an event we hope and 
truft will not take place ; for, fir, we repofe too much confi- 
dence in the benevolent and chriftian motives that influence 
you, and the honorable board of Truftees, to think they would 
do any thing to hinder the moft extenfive proclamation and 
fpreadof the gofpel ; or that in this place it ihall be confined 
to the walls of the chapel.-^ Would pot fuch a\neaiure, in a 
fcript«re fenfe, be as confining the light of the gofpel ** under 
a bufhel," when it might as well give light to all around? 
Might it not be robbing Mr. Shurtleff of 'many fouls, that other* 
wife he might have as feals of his miniftry in the day of th^ 
Lord Jefus ? Inftead of fuch a meafure, we fhould fuppofe 
that you and the honorable Board, confidering our fituation 
and circumftances, as imall and iiot fufficiently able of our-^ 
felves to fupport the gofpel, would endeavor to afiSift, rather 
than hinder our obtaining a preached gofpel y and efpecially as 
at will be a mutual accommodation* 

<r We have delayed our organization agreeably to therecom* 
mendation of the Rev« CouAcil, that we might previoufly confer 
with you 0^ the fubjed ; and learn what^ on the whole, wiU 
be moft agreeable to you. 

«< We confider the matter as perhaps pregnant with great and 
important confequences | and as it reflsjonyour determination, 
it feems as though great refponfibiiity muft be attached thereto* 

<< We therefore hope and pray you may be divinely direfted 
to fuch a; condufion as will tend to the promotion of religion ; 
the peace of your own mind ; the welfare of th^ InilitutioR 
under your care^and that of the people in this place. 
« We are, fir, with much refpeA, yours, &c, 



ELIAS WELD, 
BENONI DEWEY, 
HUMPHREY FARHAR, 
CHESTER INGOLS, 
JABEZ KELLOGG, 
lACOB WARD. 



CALEB FULLER, 
SAMUEL M^LURE, 
JAS. WHEELOCK, 
STEPHEN KIMBALL, 
JOHN MANSFIELP/ 
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«5 THB HON. JOHN WHBBlOCE, B9Q. L. U D/' 

<< Hanover, May 1, 1805. 



Mitoytatl. At ffie fl»€tot)ef^ in Hanfefd '* mU mt Had tit 
iklH^^mit^ i^0fik /" fo tilifti^r tould we p^rftiade hhd by ow 
apfMS«Mi$ ^d eh^eatiei. 

The ^dSd6dt, tufteapd dl abfweriiig tbe ibre^ng| leftef, li 
bf t<M (h^ cdmdltHee whd waited on hftht, Ke flidftly Wotildf 
j^b^fed af deelal-^tion to b^ figned bf thfe membei^s^ Hatt«i 
ft¥i»rWhi(^ psple^ia Ms d#il hand WrtriBfgi he fdbie thn^ ifte^ 
tei^ERled ta utf ; bat reflated co tet n^ keep the origiml ^ that/%(^ 
tftdk^ i^d feiit ti^ a copy of th^ lame^ whiat alf6 iris in tAi 6^ 
mM Wf iting. We wt)iitd titit trbttMe oiirfeltlisi nor the t^tf 
«f{«K SScb an ^pfiarei^tlf triflfrn^g^drciitiiftance; hibt btilf td £h^^ 
that Prefident Wheeiock #a^ the ibie moV^r and infti^icr df 
all fMti^ <l0;«g^ thf^dHh tide whbli cOiJftfoVerfy -The fot* 
M^kig^ii t&« dedaA(^atiC»i^ 

c^^he^efur* i< ifi^)i' fiiiH^e l>eeft fiiptyio^e^ ihkt ^e, Ofe khkm 
hm^^iMM bt»>#iUiil|f ti^take^ 6ht diffnifflb^ froi^ the-clMiiik 
of Oai^iA at DdmadmhOmi^, urd dd hereh^ diifblire mVi'ia 
wehkfW^'^pb^timflpffi& our cmttei^la^ 2^ ihetfaMV^df 
{aid church, in which we ha^e reafon to believe we have>xpe* 
tievicfi f^oi% of PiiFiiieiFrovidetice^ we efteein it ottr iticttin* 
bent iiuty) to remain in future attachjed io.the &me^ and to pro^ 
mSpp^* il^. fpirkttri iMertftt g and' ^e ihotti4 exeeediiifrly i^gret^ 
andjefteesi owrf^Uea 4ej^iyed of our efleatiai priti^ges wert 
aifjpcaMle.to 9iif«(e,wJH9)aL O^ ouriepdi4 

J^i^ad Bjr iSxtfleib m^mbera iit B«ftfotd^. 

\!; : : -.,•• • . . . • , i 

,.iG&riftiAii teadetV .IP^iU ]Nn^ notpa^fe a moments andh as a 
lnt)ad»it& the GUli^&i acid Aeatofe of TeUj^n^ mingle with n^ 
jftour" forrow aiid re||iret^:t^t alpfoj^al fd' calculated, fbr the 
ifl»ii^iati^ tf^ftoraiapA c^ peai^^ ihoulil ndt be accepted^-^and 
will yotmbt-; ftiUmdre regftetafid be toj|M*Ar(^d ttx fee the art 
^ith i^hich tbat:p|^eipaiaib;wiats rej;eftied-->«ven,ifn a Way^ wirfioilii 
IWefideift Wh«eiotfkhi?appeai^dg^bialfi9lf/t<> d 

A/.'^repfeftoiiatiteiiiod^biiPwtt faifid is made to them, as 
«{qpGeae»b(^ Uxedin^iras thou^bqit^waa.lii^ they were ii»* 

4iw^aAlyi:t()rt'Mfc!e^4'(i£i*mi£^ the chiirch-— to be feparat^ 

e4,.fromr:iti:ii]Kkfinitf€ly^ as ihbughrtli^y^ we^etor te left in-a 
fiwfctterad'tfj.diftraiaear ftate* - Such a, prtipofal, we might well 
iuppfcjfe tbe5R would as re»4i3ygteciiBeiWS' they: would havr.coni^ 
^kj^.y;^^& ofor pfopo&ly hA^f m^ fmis^ :wtt^ Prefidenc Whe«^ 
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I^ck't cQacumnce, infiejKl.of the forvgoing ^eclaratkmg bl^m 
laid before them* That jpaper was figae4 by thpfe verj per^ 
iptis, who had before expreiTed their entire, approbation of the 
mealbre propofed ; but, « they could not bind the Sampfon.'' 
Does not this tranfa£tion go far to fhew.> that thofe people in 
Hartford were improved by Prefident Wheelockto fubierve 
his purpofes, and deflgos ? Why be fliould ppt comply with 
a propofal foreafoas^ble»and in bvorof which* fuch argiJuneQtt 
hacl been offered, as did not require the experience of years ta 
verify*^ And why the Prefident ihould have reqirrence to fuch 
^t to evade the pfopofal, are queftions*. which we will leave to 
a ^hriftia^ public, w|>en they fhall have heard the whole matter^ 
to anfwer' and determine for themlelves. 
. ; We had now, as we fuppofed, only to purfue the recommen- 
dation of the council, and to become organized into a church 
bgr ourfelves. In this alfo they ei^deavored to thwart and hin- 
der us ; in that, a ihqrt time only, befori^ they certain day s^ 
ppinted for our formation we receivjed from them ajcommuni- 
cation,^ containing divers s^egations againjft ml as followt ; 

- << To our iM'ethren in the vicinity of Dartmouth Cblkge- 

,:'.MWe entreat you to confid'er of the wrong you do us,' ki 
your attempt to feVer us froip the church of Dartmouth CoU 
lege^or deprive us of thofe privileges, which with eqiial right 
we might enjoy without any injury to you. To effed; this pur> 
pofe,.lme inib'tinients you have ufed, thojfedf q& that feel them, 
efteem them to be inftruments of cruelty— Inftead of reifder- 
ing honor to whom it was due, we have feen with grief, con- 
fpicuous chara&ers^ treated with language that was lufliciently 
£ivory of contempt— -of groundlefs allegations of an Imm'oHl 
laature* This queftion muft necei&rily affe£k the feeling and 
characters of the officers of College — as all their public meas- 
ures are infpe^ted by the mod difcerning men— 'It is evident 
that Judge Hubbard had an intereft in this matter, both as ail 
officer of College, a prof^or of religion, sM^d the expeAation 
of being a member of our body the remainder of his life — ab 
* attempt to admit hb influence you have cdled criipinal. What 
are the principles you have adopted for yourf elves i Have you 
faid inhabitants are interefted. The unthoughtful and thole 
unconneAed with(»he church, hiEive been drawn in to bear their 
weight and influence in this important queftion — your rem<m- 
ftrance we think teems with alWations, of immorality and re^ 
proach y you have treated us wim language Qotpnly calculated,; 



t6 iround our feelings, but grating to our ears, and v^ec6n^ 
ceive contrary to gofpel rules. The opinions of men cannot 
abfolve you, nor can the refult of an exparte council be called 
afettlement, and fihould you leave us without making that fat* 
is^aftion which t be gofpel requires, we fear that Heaven would 
frown upon you. We entreat you to confid^r your conduct 
above mentioned, and we fincerely pray, that you might be 
brought to repentance* Finally, brethren, when we reflect on 
ibe importance of the church of Dartmouth College, its ven^ 
Arable founder, the care of Heaven over it, the repeated inftan- 
ces in which the fpirit of God has been poured upon it in co» 
|>ious effufions— ^how do *we feel ourfelves juftified in our want 
of confidence to refign it into your hands, fince you have at- 
tacked its conftitution, and as you inform us you sire about to 
fbrfake it ; but how can you leave it in a manner fo irregular i 
But we eameftly hope. Heaven may opeu^ your eyes to lee your 
error, as it is our earneft defire to xefkore you in the fpirit of 
meeknefs. 

« HEZEKIAH HAZEN. 
•< In behsdf of the brethren at Hartford, to be communicated.'' 

» Hartford, May 21ft, 1805.*' 
(See note 3.) 

On receiving the above, we concluded to poftpone our or- 
ganization, and wrote them the following, renewing our prop- 
ofition for a council : 

« To the members of the church at Hartford, ' 

<< BRETHREN, 

«< Your letter of the 91ft inftant, ftgned by He^eklah Hazen, 
in your behalf, we have received, your allegations therein con- 
tuned^ we have duly and ferioufly noticed, and we are fully fen« 
iible that were they true,, repentance and gofpel fatisfaAiou to 
you therefor, would moft highly become us \ but as it appears 
io us they are ill founded, from we hope, mifunderftanding in 
you ;.and as it is a matter not fuitable for you or for us, being 
parties in the matter, to judge and determine concerning ; and 
as there can be no other fuitable way devifed, than to fubmit 
the matter to an impartial tribunal, we would therefore renew- 
ed]y propoie, what we have heretofore fo often recjuefted, viz, 
to fubmit any, and every thing, that you may have againft us^ 
to. the hearing and determination of an impartial, refpedable, 
and mutually choleneccleiiaftical council. Though it appear^ 
Grange to us that on the day of the fitting of the late council in 



tkilkfj^i fou UiQuld fiilubit a put q»lf, oH fW» 
l^^iQft us^ and refef V9 the refidue of Xhsm |iU tbt fl^mipg IMH 
fjue before the 4^7 ^'n which we e:ji:peft^ sind {urop$C«d t»» bg 
^gafiiz^d into a church ftfte^ amil tbfn t^ fqMubitfMb « lift <^ 
^arge$ againft us, which wp ^on^r fa i4(^8«tbiil' iPtWltadi ift 
mifcoi^eBtio|0 and errojr i au^d tho^gh^o^ haY« fo o^« Mfr 
leAed and re|ufed to comply with our requeft to iiibmit itt 
jnattersto % fcouticir; we fay, nptmthfta^ing thisb WO irifll 
IP exercife that p^(i|?nce aqd fprbeasa»f:o» mbidi bocMio ouf 
l^iftian prpfefliQn, s|nd to ka? (; nothing undoi^t on «iiv pw% 
Hdiereby chriftian feliowflup b^tweep Ha may ho dtftroye^y mi 
fhe caufe of religion wounded* Influeopni by ihcfe Miliio% 
ife think propel to repeat the foregoing prcfioiUioii Id yuii* 
tiz. to fttbmit apy and every thing you xpay k»fM agwft us» tt 
f mutual coi|ncil as afprefaid, and to maoifeft hfffoby ihe Uti§r 
laAion your compliaQce therewith would affeed ««• That yon 
may have opportunity preTiouily> our organizatioiw sot vilkr 
^nding the dif advantages that may arife from a delay? «Ul bi. 
poftponed a reafonable time therefor. 
*( Wi0iing that nofpirit may in4<Mnce yew oi vaiMitlkak 

pf the gofpel, we are yours, &€« 

[Signed by the members near the College J 
"May 83, 1805. 

lli^ f pUqwlnff cor^eippadence efi&edkf-r 

« Hartford, June ^d, 1 805. 
<f Vo deacon^ Benoni Qewey, Jamod Whf elocki M&i* and oth-« 

^TSf figners of a letter dated May 28, 1805. 

<« HIH^tHREN, 

<< Tours of the 28d ult. hs^ duly come to handj in whifll 
Sfe find a propofal for a mutual council to iettlo all the,dilEtr«> 
ences fubfiAing between yon and ourfelves. As wq conftter 
j[Qu and ourfelves meo^rs belon|ring to a regular chusch, mr^ 
joying all the powers, privileges, and immonities of a chriftiaflt 
church> and elpecially the full power and right of judging and 
determining between any of its members for any conduft conr 
trary to the gofpel-^we cannot fee the neceffily or pcopiottty of 
icalling fuch a council, as you have named ; Yet| feelmg per^ 
|e^y inclined to exercife all that candour and indulgence whick 
. religion or reafon can require or fuggeftf we are cheerfully wfl^^ 
ling to hear the advice of any impartialf judicious peribn% Mp 
Ijpe^ing the matters of ^ievance between us^ and we ItMQ asr 
omliqgly 4;bofen jie^el^ Hasen^ Ekasbtr Whed«dift SM(*> 



 ^>»-an i -fc i a- iiagfigiajw— >— — »i<w>a.iitt—i>»i.»^^Mww 



IBd tQ^doe?^ diing nhiok AaU be ntcefixy on vor past t6 
ItMrh an end. 

^I«L£j»cihalf of tht ag^wewA brethren 4>f die chnffck of 
Qbrift/ 9t l>frtmooih CollMo^ 

i< DAVID MSWTOR'* 



*f Tp tlv^ meac^itn of ^ba cburcbt at H^tfqri^ wbo ft]^ 

«*BRETHREM| ' 

<< You wrote us on the ^JjR: pf .May laft, &;ned by H«z- 
ekiah Hazen, ftatin|| dlTers (as we qphceive ill-rounded) alje- 
gationsy to Whijpb we replied qn the fSd of the lame month) in- 
-viting you to fi^bmit all matters td a mutual council. Tou, it 
leems> chofe a committee tp i^onfer with HSi M ibe fubjeft | 
which conference we have had, and the propofition we made 
them^ was as follows, viz :-— That we would fubmit all matters 
of diflVntion, and grievance, which had ariftn f}nce the ift of 
De<^ember laft, and which now iiibfifts between us^ to the hear* 
ingi and determination, of any feven judicious, refpeflable, 
and impartial clergymen (who may not h^re ^r^ivic^ iwla^ 
jijinc tft ^ny of faid nuttjecs) whom tkey (^Ai|i(rf^Mif might choofe^ 
n^^^ ^t] spiifi*^ pf PaftmpiKh CpU^ge. Ibe faid offer waa 
Ijb9(|ie4 by us, as p^rticiR^jHrly qi^» i« mfeHIKe t%)^uf faiA Utr 
If^r qlMt^y 21(t A9 ypi^ cof^oittte did m^ tiMnk $t facMi^^ 
pfy wii^ pvr i^id prppolal) we bay^ ^be^hi ppofKr, in tbi^ 
iir;^yi^ itp i^^^ke the fanne profiotal la yom their epnfti|ii«ifit«. 
¥pr yPW? coni(enieai:e in makisig a €hwe» ihofild you cpoiply 
|(b^|:A«(ith« w^ ^d^t 9j» we did tOt yx>9r Gpipmittee% ^ Uft of fuck 
y ni Ji W^ '^ ^ we tbi^k pf» witbln tb# ^orefaid Umils,, ^is.^-r 
^eCi^V ThIIv, pt Rpyateoii 5 Pulter, Vwflwei KeUoggt Braids 
ipf^ i,.<;;m^,, lafxi/9 ; ^rnitb^ li^vfirbillf PkUiiC^n* Plaicih 
^d 5; Pqrter* .^lawft^ld i i}pi^e«5,,Cwyd^i|fc WerceflwrnSalif* 
\Hi9S I ^90^ Bofisaffrfu |. Pcice^, BoAcaw«n } Winis» N«w« 
gc^ ^ ^aii^bw^t ]^ymouth i QroAf ]^anford } &pweU» Coiw 
.9A(>IJ; ftofm^ Seflin $, Wipfp^eB, Fisacbaia i Vorcsaeiv 
^bPijMpi^ % DkUnipib Wal^ole i Wtopd^ow* SanboaitoA.-><-< 
^ix^:tbi| fpTPgpingf 9P any o^rs.nitfoJA tbe aforefaid limits, 
K^bPP^^ 9^7 pi>t,hHV6pamedt JPUK^cbopfefi^eiPbt«v4M»Qi 
W# w«|l refer aJLLo^iers pf (^eotioo^Md giie«anj»e aa aiorefiud i 
^d w^e will agree ^itb. ypn*. that all fi^d matters iball be ftai^ 
fAmivmimg%mi b^mlMi^ ea«b>tp.«be pib«rpaf»yft a i^foiw 

4i|tp^ti^m^bMm^^l¥^(kli^gpfi^ Alter th$»Mfei»Uf 



yoor oittBittee to comply with oar iaUffopoCd^ 
at a lols, whethor any thmg more could be done by ns to eSttt 
a fetrtement, and ro-eftabltllunent of hanuooy, and brother^ 
loyc among m. On the whole, we haiFe thooght ft m%hr be 
beft» to make the offer toy onrfelves; that yon may lee, whetl^ 
er the lame is not ibffidently liberal; and hoping yon may yaC 
fee canfe to comply therewith, belbre we take any farther ftepe. 
Notwithftanding we have waited io long already on yonr a&- 
coimi, we wiH £31 reft 'till next Monday evening \ conrlnding 
if yoo think of a compli»ioef in the mean time« yon will man- 
tfeft it to us. 

Tours^ &c. 

<< BENONI DEWEY, 7 

<• JAS. WHEELOCK, i Cmimtimr 

« CALEB FULLER, 3 

«< Wednefday,.June 19th| 1805." 

«<Tlie brethren of the church of Chrift at Dartmouth C<d- 
lege refiding in Hartford, to certain of their brethren living in 
the vicinity of Dartinouth College." 

*<< SBJIR BRBTB&BN, 

<< In compliance with your requeft of the SSd of May lai^ 
being defirous to remove every obftacle wluch ftood in the way 
of, or had a tendency to prevent che moft friendly and harmo* 
nioos intercourfe with you, becoming chrifBans : Induced by 
thefe motives, we appointed a committee, vefted with powers^ to 
confer with you, and alfo to agree with you, in calling the aid 
of men of wifdom and knowledge to give their opmion re- 
fpe£ting any matter called a breach of a moral precept, or bar of 
charity } hoping by their means we might be brought to fee eye 
to eye, and become bound in the ftrongeft bonds of love, like 
the true followers of the Lamb. In the plan you have pro- 
pofed to us in your letter of the 19th inftant, of fubmittingaU 
matters indefinitely that may be called << matters of difiention 
and grievance," it is not reafbnable for you to afk, nor us to 
grant. We view ourfelves poflefied of certain natural and un* 
alienable rights, lacred to us, the ezercife of which you have 
faid is a great grief and burden to you» It would be a pro- 
fane thing in us to refigiv them into the hands of.imperfeft, 
mutable men, or voluntarily to fubmit thi^m to. the leaft dan- 
ger or hazard ; but they fhould be pref erved inviolable. As 
the order of fociety cannot be preferved without thisindepen* 
dent right of human cr^tures— we flatter ourfelveSf bretb* 
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ntt^diat oil itlUfiiont your own nMim 
grtfatimproprietyof making this requeft— And we prayHeaT- 
tn tpdtreft you inaU your proceedings, that you may ft and 
' tcqicdtted: - and approved in the day of the Lord Jefv^ We 
woi|ld fuifther icfonn you we putconifidence in oar committee, 
ire'have ^pointed totranfaft thofe matters with you, and wo 
|ee no cftufe at prefent: to interfere in the matter or dii^ate any 
mefldbre jrhatef«r* .' 

<<Unanimoufly voted« 
i« In behdf i»r (aid bretjiren, SAMUEL DUTTON.^' 
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^ << iHanbvcri June 127, 1805. 

' « Tours of ihe 22d ihft. #e have received—As the allega* 
tions yon have ^gainft us, are numerous, and fome of them b^t 
, ^iry ind6{kiitely exprefled ; and as we are conicious of the in- 
tegrity of oiir 'mot^iVes, and- feeling ourMves perfectly willing; 
that every part of our Conditft towards you, Ihould undergo 
the ftriftdl: examination, we thought propel to make our pro- 
pofaU on a bafii; fo broad and liberal, that you could not po£- 
fiMyi with any^ rei^tt (Mi that 'Account, ol^jeA thereto. And 
to obviate the objeAiohs contained in your laft, when we niade 
our propbfals to your committee, it being'-fuggefted <»y fome 
one of them,' thai} piirpfOpofaUr might implicate fome matiers 
not fijtableaod proper to lubipit itg a council, we.replied» and 
urged it as a fjartjof ,our propofals, *< that^ if any fuch mattier 
ihould be brought forward, to which theyinight objeAi as im- 
proper to be laid,, be$»re the council ; the fai^e^ council .^uld 
j^dge Ad determine whether the fame was ftiopep for them to 
a£t upon, or not/' 

<< We never entertained the moft diftant idea of your fub«- . 
mitting to danger or hazard* any of your « natural and undiena- 
^ ]?)e rights :'*'but ihoaldyoii fiibmit, even them, to fpchof God'& 
\minifters as ypu youriTelvei might choofe. within fifty miles, it 
appears, to us your danger or kfzard woul4,be but very^ verj 
fifftf ii^of^^— and for a moment only, luppolethat, could yoii 
<^0pie a council, fo' devoid oi reafoOt.or religion, as to forma 
ifmlt inconftftent Yrithyfttch your natural and unalienable rights^ 
*'* ~^" "^ " "^ TTii^cipies either of reafon or religion, be 

sby ? If not, where b th« weigh; of your 
t Uebter than vanitv ?<^Is it poffible that 
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3wiur ^omtirittee beea fe negligeilft iv nbt to ftite to yqgj. ii h gH 
ignterfiag oa the fub^«6l^ tfast part of <MBr profofali whkh li* 
h^iein hefoke iiMiltiodcd. > II is line wtf dkidrnoe tfbink m iuQrtt 
that fMurticvbir in.our laft to yoo^ iMhber «i» khecefiiy^pitw 
]iap% that we fliottld, or BOf paH tf .die ptopofob ;; k' bilug 
1ib» dm^joi TDtir cotnmittae hAj to acqiixiiyr yov tlvtrtwkh |^ 
however, had we thought of it at the time,' it wmMdddMuit^ 
have been iikewife mentioned* /. r.- . . * :.! - 

«« W# Snt^tlf tegttiL ybur non«€oni^addli#rih thil piKiiMU 
faU we have made you i which, we truft, h;lV%*blelMi ABoxidhf 
an ardent defire to reftore chriftian love and fellowfliip among 
vs*; and, if pollible, to defeat tha machinations oi our com- 
mon adverfary, fo far at leaft, that hereafter we might live as 
htefimm of twa fifter .chitfohfts of our common Lord. It ap» 
pears to us as 'though we have now done ivery M^in^ Pn;W^ 
part, fea(bnable and becoming Q^.di^ftiarn.rie(afifin»Q^p^ 
fef&o&f.t9 effeSt an event to deficabla^ j^nd t^t it iH>9f (PaI|^ 
remains ^r us to ii^form you that we ha?>e |k q^^fted- ^ r^iif rend 
^otfocii, of Chrift's amba&dors,* tx}- ^qnvjene 'gt this: plH^ ^H^ 
iuftfday nextrl^t two o'clock^ af^eri^^nyf^rth^ piKrfofiir of fIV 
gaiueing ttsinitOr a church flate. , / ,-. > r . 

<^ Wog^ve ;o» this informadoi^yt^ gPQO .majr;att^ds)if yiHi^ 
think propMTy a^d ihew any r4iifo&a^ qaofi^ i£.«Pf frnj^iOHitt 
baiFe,, why we ihouUjpMit t^ fb 9i^^uiM^f4r , „ 

'<• BEN0MI DBWBT: f CiMMMMlk 
■«< W&. WHEEfiOeRl J 

tf Toi «be tJkitaberar of thcJ cfeurcte i» Hrrtfi^ 
whoAyl^therafelVtt «^aggrieveidbrW4fti&ttVi>*»* 
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, fii the foregoW^letteiir frotj* tfietrt ; ifi4* il^cteflS^ W dWtfVt 
the diftinaton; betweenar coanciltO jSter/aiitf Afii'hmdr':il\tti%& 
tiers of cohtroverf]^, asM)^ propofttfratid^tikr, erf toting tttlJ 
<3^imWapdWwf of judicious toenVrriariv^ ro matter^ bfg|S)we 
ance, which they fay,» tfi^y are* wiHipg fbr; thouglf-eVell tltiti^ 
theyconfidcrasa'difphy ofVflTirftJr^ md! itidiilgmtit, The'Tl|jW 
of judging, after all, they Tfcfiirve to thnt/Uvn. MaWlh*^ fpmif 
and priiciple of thofe let ters^-^We arfe'o» party l^:<yctofitt*^^ 
verfy, aJtcuftd ; and they afe thfe other parry, acwfltigV ^^ 
yet, theyH&eing a fmair magority, claim thir/M*#f- a;iAd yig^fANlf 
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pd^^i tile tmj[i. Hdtr U this cdn^dieii! ^itH that civile aha 
Hligltm^ freeddih and KtS^rtyi which are the beaft of our coiui* 
ttj^ <or i^k^i is ir£kort of overbearing domination ? In this 
<foiiile£lidti ^e.^ould flatei a circumftance that will tend to 
ditfW) Whit #as the (interity of the grief expreffed in their 
ifot^ekid letter^ i which is, that nearly a month after our re* 
monftrance f^as given them, and which was the fubjed oftheir 
complaining, an invitation was extended to all of us» individu* 
itflf / #to I^ flMckl tfautt obnoxious pap^r, to unite, uticolidi-> 
tbnally^ #ith Ihe^^ iti at fllortly expeOed cbrnmonton. Thii 
invitation was communicated by ProfeiTor Smith, himfelf^thehr 
paiftOf, Wh6 W^tit ft'oiin houfe to houle for the purpofe-^now as 
this n^^s the Ikigheft matf k of chriftiaii fellowfhip and approba* 
libit iti t&eir po>^er i6 |[l^e, hdw can the exprefGons of grief. 
In their cdihmaiiicatiM^ to us, be ah^ thing inore, than mere 
l^tetehfiond, dldat^d By a f{JiHt of domination, to prevent th4 
t^ftablKKia^tit here df in^ dther church, befide that, which 
the fame fj^rtt cbuld CbHtifo). As ou^ propofals for a coun* 
tit, ind eteti that of theit' chbofihg it themfeltes,, was re« 
fafed — and as thev #otild n6t confeht to any tribunal but that 
^iBifnplvifs tojudg^ b^ttf^een Us ; ^e therefore proceeded, and 
to the Hd day of /ulff 1805, Were organised into a church 
ftate by th6 Rev. Meifr^. Ifaiah filter Afa Bfurtoh, D* D. and 
Sylv^fter D^na. the nelt fiep taken by Prefideiit Wheelqck 
fras an application to ihe Board 6t TrufteeS ot the College al 
tb^ii* n&lt feffioh iti Atigtift, fOr authority tb require the Pro- 
feCot of divinity, c6 pf each in the t!ollege chapel, initead of 
<he meeting hotde, where h^ theh did. Thlt the public may 
Aghtly judge of the juflke, ptopfiety and benevolence of this 
ipiplicition, ailde frdm its appearance ih i tdigious view, it is 
AH^Sjity, that it be known and nnderftood, that this meeting 
hotdb Was built by a fdi^ll numbei- of individuals, moflly in the 
vicinity erf ih^ College, stnd Who Wef e generally, in very mod- 
A^te pecnniairycircualftahtes — ^That the houfe is twice as large 
dhe n^cefikry, dnljr, to accominodate the inhabitants, without 
tile College and ftudents. That this enlargement of the houfe 
*is fbfei^ on the importunity of Prefident Wheelock, who 
urged that/ it might be made large enough, not only to accom* 
xnodate the Authority of College and ftudents, and inhabi* 
^nts together as a meeting houul, but alfo as mightb^ luitable 
TO th^ pubtli: bccaflons of the College. iPrefident Wheelock 
at the fame time gave his mod poiitive verbal afTurance, tKat 
%h9 Trifftees wb«ld remunerate at fome future timei and lo. 
ibon as t]K»y i&eirid be |kbk, a certain ^^t, or prop&tcioniL ^ 
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tke expence of the building ; and that, in the mean tinie« they 
would pay for the ufe of it by the College and ftudents. Rely- 
ing on this aflurance, they built the prefent meeting houfe^ 
which is perhaps as large as any one in the State, and which is 
entirely difproportionate, to the ability of the proprietors — ^We 
will now exhibit the Frefident's aj^lication, to the Board of 
Truftees, and their 'doings thereon, in their order. / 

«< To the Hon(Mrable Board of Tmfte^ of Dartmouth College^ 
the Execotiye Officers of faid College refpe£tfully ireprelent, * 

<' That there are certain difficulties (ubfifting, which they 
hope may be removed } but which, as they have reafon to fear, 
may poffiblv in their operation^ render it neceflary for them to 
attend Wordiip, pn the fa^bath, in fome place dlftindt from the 
meeting houfe in thls,ptace» Such an evenly ^^re it ever to 
happen, the imderfigpers will greatly deprecate, and nothing 
ihort of the impoffibility of enjoying any other way their nat» 
ural and religious rights, can lead them to the fame ; and which 
theyfixall be ready fully to prove to the public on any proper 
occaiion. Should they, however, to this end eventually find it 
expedient, they defire the approbation of your honorable Board 
in favor of the meafure, and they periuade themfelves that 
your goodnefs will be induced to grant the lame^ from motives 
of humanity, fcience, relij^on, and the profperity of this infti- 
tution* Should fuch an event in future arife, notwithftanding 
every poffible meafure to prevent it, the underflgners conceive 
that it will become their duty, and that they fluU have a right 
:. to meet on the iabbath at the Chapel, and that the Profeilbr 
^' of Theology preach in that place, and they confider that they 
have a juft claim to your protection for the meafure, and they 
very reipeCtl^y defire and expeft your fanAion of the fame. 

«« JOHN WHEELOCK, PreUent. 
« JOHN SMITH, Fr/jp 
Greeks Hebrew and otter urimial Languages. 
« JOHN HUBBARD,PYs^»rg/- Jftf^. 

e^nd Nat, Phihjopby. 
« Dartmouth College, Auguft SU 1805. 

<< N. B. We have full reafon to believe that the profeflbr of 
Medicine is full in opinion with us,conceming the above, though 
he is now abfent. • " ' 

'< The above is a true c6py of a reprefentation made to the 
Board of Truftees of Dartmouth Col]l«e, Auguft feffion^ 1 80S^ 
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and which is referred to^ in votes of faid Trufteesi a copy ,oF 
which accompanies this. 
«< Atteft, 

« WM. WOODWARD, I 

Sfc'j to /aid Trufiees:' \ 

<< In compliance with the vote of the Truftees requefting.a 
deification of the feveral matters of complaint intended to be ' 
included in our general reprefentations of the 3 1ft Auguft in- 
ftant, we oflFer the following ; — 

<( 1ft. Individuals belonging to the religious Society in this 
place have treated the Prefident with great difrefpeA and con- 
tumely, by faying, that the Prefident had loft the confidence 
of the Truftees, and by faying, in fubftance, that they, faid in- 
dividuals, would reduce the power of the Prefident, and would 
oblige him to conform and yield to them* 

'• 2d. That the Rev. Profeflbr of Languages has been treat- 
ed with unkindnels and difrefpedt by certain chriftian brethren 
in this place, in this— «The Rev. Profeflor had, by in\|tation of 
the church at Dartmouth College, aAed as their paftor nearly 
twenty-one years, and belpre he had declined aaing longer in 
that capacity, or they had defired him to decline, they addreiT- 
ed and ftyled him their late paftpr, and re(][uefted him to a^l as 
moderator of the church, as a matter of civility, under the idea 
that his paftoral relation had ceafed. 

« Sd. That certain members of the church at Dartmouth 
College and others, not belonging to faid church, did in a cer- 
sun memorial, indiredly charge the Prefident with a violation 
of truth. 

« 4th. That certain members of the faid church have, in our 
opinion, taken improper meafures,and feceded from the church 
in an irregular and improper manner. 

<( 5th. That in confequence of the foregoing reafons, our 
feelings are fuch that we cahnot commune, as chriftians, with 
the laid feceding ^brethren \ neither can we, with comfort^ ht 
prefent at the admintftration of the ordinances to the feceding mem^ 
hers / and neither can we, Vfith edification and comfort^ hear the 
preaching of thofe clergymen nvho hav4 affified or deliberately counte^' 
nanced thefecejfion of faid memhers. 

<< 6th. That meaiures which refpeA the fociety in this place 
have been purfued, without a proper regard and reipeA to the 



* Sec notice of their invitation to commune — page 33. 
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officers of College, jwrho, in tjieir charjid^er ^9 aftc ^.^, 

as itidividttals, bad an intereft in the matters 10 tranlacleq^ a|i( 
the ex^utive of College, have, in mainy inftaiic^$* re/*pe£Kng 
concerns of th^t naturej be^^n apparently treated with defigned 
»eglea, 

^* We requeft liberty of making further fpecificadons»iffttch 
fhould occur to us, as this fpecification has been of neceffity 
made in hafte. 

f < JOHN WHEELOCK, Pr^JUeMt. 

4« JOHN SMITH, Pn)J. Langfiogis. 

'• JOHN HUBBARD, Pfrf. Msth. V PUL 
<< Darfmoodi College^, Sept. 3« 1805." 

,«<The foregoing is a copy of the ^edUcatlon e^hibitei^ |p 
the fioard of Truftees of Dartmouth Colie^e, ^t tiiefir ai^ii^l 
meetiifig in Auguft, 180^5, in confemience of a vot^ of fj4d 
Truftees, and which is referred to m vo^S| ^ copy of |fhic& 
accompanies this. 
"Atteft, 

mWM. woodward. Sec' J to^iitr^ipsP 



<< At an annual meetinj^ of the board of Tl::^fteef of P?i% 
mouth College, holden at faid College pn tbrTueffjay nQ|;^ 
precedix^ the fourth Wednefday in A^jgu(^ ^s^io Ppmjiiflf 
1805:— 
(c Voted, that the Ho^. Preildent, profeflor of liangijiafiesy 
' Sind ProfeiTor of Matbem^cs, be requefted to fpecify ^e i^Tf 
' leral matters of complaint intended to be indi^ded in the gfip^v 
eral reprefentation of the Sift of Auguft, being thb^^yby 
(hem o^cially m^de and prefented to this Board« Ipbie Qij$« 
cers aforefaid accordingly laid in a fpecific^ioia (fee b.efo£^) 
and thereupon, 
I << Voted, that the iame l^e fuhniitted t;o ^ c<)mmtitteej ;»nd 
i MeflTrs Tbompfon, Jacob and Freeman, were ^ppoint^d on ^M^d ' 
* Committee. 

'< The Committee laft menuoned report ib^ ^ follpwi^g 
votes be palled by the Truftees* • . 

« Upon hearbg the fpecification requefted by a vote of tbi? 
day — ^Voted j that the executive be earneftly ceQueflied to Vfxii^ 
every exertion cbnfiftent with the honor of the College^ and 
the fpirit of chriftianity, to remove the ejifting difficulties^ 
and if they cannot, of themfelves, remove them, to call to 
their aid a mutual ecclefiaflical council. And whereas, the ex- 
ecutive have exp^efled a ftrong defire for a reftor^tion of har- 
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mnjf WfW ^^wp« «>inp3kUble with/b# dignity of Collfjee ^nd 
j^riAufi intercourfe ; and to be removed as f^r ^ ppflible froq^ 
jtlie^rieceftty of deciding pppii the m^afures to be adopted iipi tjajp 
jf^fi-rtbt reform, ao4 ^t their re^n^Oi, voted, that ^ (jgnvnitfitf 
of $ye Qieoiber9 pf ^h^ board be cbofen by ballo; to attend 19 
I ' the feveral matters mentioned .in (^id fpec.ifipatipn, oc io )^^J 
^ other fpeciflcations which may be made, in cafe th^ exertions, 
of tb^ executive to remove exifting difficulties prove ineffeA* 
ual ; ancf upon chofe mahers, or any part of them^ or any oth- 
er matters that mzf be ipecified being proved to tbe conunittee^ 
ta €&&£k^ if poffible, all fuitaUe conceffions and a€)(»o«kii^ 
Aents, and ^ TeftcMration of barmony^^rand if thjp comaitt|^ Be 
unable to reftore harmony, they are re^^fted to defir^ the 
|Han« fre&dtenx to call, a meeting of the whole of the Trufteet» 
und at that meting of the Truftees, to report a fbtement of 
^ios, tmd fiich meakures as the faid commictee may thii^ k 
jeacpeicHfint tor the Trnflees to adppt. 

(Signed) m THOS. W, THOMPSON, /^r i«^ (Saw. 

* • • 

« Vi^ted l»y ba^ and chnfe Brefident Wheelock, and Mefftu 
iFarrBTf Freeman, Burcom^ & Jacob a committee £qx the pur«- 
poies mentioned in laid report, the iaid report being previouit 
4y Accepted. 

¥ Atteft, f< WAt. WCK>D W ARD, Sfcretarf. 

^ Atlejft, M WM* WaODWAR^., Sfc*^:' 

* • i 

V 

By the foregoini; application ^pd fpecification? it feems, tb^ 
yrefjdent himielf, now too^ more Qpe^ly the jiea4 ?nd m^- 
fi^ement ; and the Churchy ip fubferviei^y tp bis mih^h 9C^ 
(fjpjrdiiig^y puffed the ft)Uowi|}g vote : 

f* At a meetmg of die ohorch of Chrift at iD^tmotith Col« 
kge, in the meecing4u>uie.near faidiGoliege, Tth l^pv. 1605-*^ 

^< Unasumoufly voted, that tlus cbur-ch will concur wiith their 
Inrethrdn who are execndve officers in the College, in any.r^g. 
iilar meaiures wliioh diey may think proper to adopt, with 
a .view to induce thofe w^ have lately ^one 'Out fi^otn iisi to 
stake chriftian iatisfa&ion for their cpnduft whidi tnay appear 
unfaeycomtng. the profe£ed (f bttowers of Chrift/^ and to ce'itocte 
peace and haraiiHiy, upon golp^l prin^ples ; btut that nothing 
be done to endanger the exiftence of the church, or to caufe 
^ Reparation of its members who are now in feltowflitp. 

"Atti^ft, - JOaN SIMTH, Paftor:'^ 

* See Note 4. ^ 
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VurTuaiit to the preceding vote of the Trafteei (no ficcomnio^ 
dation being effefted) a mutual cwnctl which we had long de- 
fired and fougl^t for, was now agreed on, and chofen, which 
council convened on the 19th February, 1800, ahd having had 
a full hearing, which continued feveral days, they, on the 2^th^' 
publifhed the foUowitig refult : 

« Dartmotttli College, Feb. 19, 1 806. 

<< Agreeable to letters miffive an Ecclefiaftical Council con- 
vened to give their advice relative to matters of difficulty, ex* 
ifting among profeffing chriftians in this vicinity. ' Prefent, 
Rev. MeiTrs. Nehemiah Prudden, Samuel Wood, Thomas 
F^, Noah Worcefter, Walter Harris, Sylvefter Sage, and 
Thomas Worcefter. Chofe Rev. Mr. Nehemiah Prudden, 
Moderator, Thomas Worcefter, Scribe* The Council being 
opened with prayer, the aggrieved brethren refpedivdy laid 
before them their matters of grievance ; and after a full hear- 
ibg, and having, as We truft, carefully and prayerftilly deliber- 
ated dn the things which had been exhibited before us, we 
now relpe£tfuny prefent the following obfervations and articles 
of advice. 

<( Tir&t the Council, coniidering that the glory of God, the 
general interefts of Chrift's Kingdom, the prof perity of the im« 
poitant feminary, the tranquillity and happinefs of the people 
in this village, and the fellowfhip of neighboring churches, are 
all concerned in the ifllie of their relult i and realizing their 
deficiency of wifdom to judge in a matter fo complicated ^d 
important, they are happy that their refult is to be only advifo- 
iry. It is with deep regret and affectionate concern that the 
Xlouncil have found fuch a di0eh&on in this important part of 
the vineyard of Chrift. They have felt themfelves under 
^weighty obligations to find out, if poffible, fome way in which 
the unhappy breach may be healed, and peace and tranquillity 
Teftored. Secondly, from the complexion of the articles of 
charge, and the things exhibited for their iupport, the Council 
have been led to view the allegations as deiigned to (how the 
unhappy fituation of our brethrexif apd the feveral fteps which 
have led to itt The reQ)e£bble charafters, concerned in the 
ifiue of the refult, well know that perfons may difter in fenti- 
ment reipe&mg fubordinate obje£h, and yet both have in view 
the fame ultimate end. Tjiey . are alfo fenfible, that men of 
the greateft learning and aWlities, and even of the beft hearts, 
are liable to be led aftray in a contrbverfy, which is in their 
Tiew deeply snterefting, and to have their feelings alienated one 
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\ from andlher. And when a controverfy has been of kmg 
continuancei irwould be indeed remarkable^ if no uncom(orta« 
ble jealoufies had been excited^ and no undue feverity of re- 
mark had been indulged. Nor can our brethren be infenfibiet 
that in at ftate of controverfy the fame remarks and obfervatioos 
will have a different afpe£l in the view of tho(e on different 
i^des of the fame queftion. Thaty which will, to perfons on 
one fidei appear nothing more than candor and plainnefs of 
fpeechi will to thofe on the other, appear like unchriftian fever- 
ity. And that which is meant to be expreffed with candor is 
oft^sn ' received as unjuftifiabll afperity. Such things are fo 
common, if not univerfal, that our brethren need not be mm 
formed it is pebble they may have exifted among tlrem.*-— ^ 
Thirdly^ the Council apprehend that the continuance of tw# 1 
churches in this village would be attended with lading difficul- 
ties. Tet we do not entertain any idea that our refpe£led 
brethren of an exparte Council a£led wrong, pr from unchrid 
tian motives, in refulting as they did in regai:d to a new church 
in this place. But, however circumftances then exifting might 
require fuch meaiuresi or preclude any thing more advantage- 
ous, yet, you of the aggrieved brethren refpeAively, having 
now iputually fubmitted your difficulties, we truft you may be 
happily reunited. For which purpofe^ we unanimoufly re- 
cooifnend the following articles : 

<<Firft, this Council cordially recommend to our brethren^ 
on both fides of the controverfy, duly to notice the hand of 
God in the events which ha vetaken place, and fuitably to hum- 
ble themfelves under the frowns of his Providence. Wp alfo 
recommend, that,'as iiiidividuals> they review, the motives by 
which they have beena&uated^ iand the renpiarks and obferva- 
tions^hey have made refpeAing each other, and ferioufly in-^. 
quire how f sir they have been calculated to increafe their un- 
happy diffisnjBons. Secondly, we judge it expedient that there 
be but one church at prefent in connexioq with the College^ 
denominated as formerly, confiding of two brsmches ; one oti 
the eaft fide* and the other on the weft fide of Connefticut riv- 
er, under the fame covenant as heretoik>re. That each branch 
have an independent and ^xchifive right of admitting and dill 
ciplining its own members — that each branch alfo have the ex« 
clufive privilege of employing or fettling a minifter of their 
own choice — that, fhould there be a paftor in each branch, 
th^y aft as moderators exclufively*in their refpedive branches — 
that there be annually the^iame number of communions in the 
meeting houfe on College plain, asherctofore^ both branches 
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thtn utihitig ifl the ibl^thmty— that id cdk th^ hibiAf M# 
adrtiltiiftt-atdr to whichever bfanch he ttiay belong, lie adijilfi* 
Iftfertb the wEole church— that in caft of two fuch adminifeiFJi 
tors, and both prefent at the foleitonity^ it be opti6nal with thectt^ 
whether to divide the fervices of each folemnity, ot each pefi 
form the whole altei-dately — that if be dptlotta! with eac& 
branch) whether atiy, or how many imerrti^di^te conimonioifti 
they ^ill haVe ; and that at atiy mtermediat^ commtinibn dt 
one branch th^ members of the dther have fre^ invitaf io/i td 
{participate — iti cafe of two minifters, that Uy dne cbtiutdtd with 
each branch, each perforin plrochi^ll dtrti^s fof futh as ftand 
related ta him by their own choice ; ahd lliould thii fefolt bi 
mututlty accepted, it is propofed that there bv a ineetihg of th< 
li^hole church without uiineceffary delay, wheh, the ReV £)f. 
Smith acting as Moderator, fome peHon be chbteli fcribe^ tl^ 
whom fhali be committed the drrginal recbrd^ of this churchy 
Iffhofe duty it may be to record any after Votes of the ivhoU 
church; then let each branch iti ^;^ diftinfi capa(:itv chdofei 
iianding Moderator and fcribe ; and it is pfopbfed that ih anjf 
meetings bf the whole church, flSould there be an admii^iftra-. 
tor in each branch, th^y preiide as moderator alternately $ aifd 
if there be but one adminiftr^tor, he prefide in all fuch generit . 
tneetings. » 

« Now, beloved brethren, in this ibray ii appears thaf ybuil 
difficulties may be remoTed, fo that yon mary aj^ain know ho# 
good and how pieafant it is for bredaren to dwell together ift 
unity. Although^ in the courfe of ybur snhappy controveriy^ 
things have taken pbCe, wounding to one anotheri Which th4 
tttmpft gofpel candor cabnot wholly excufe, and which flioiild 
therefore be confidered With great fi^chings of heart i Yet 
to us no faults have been made evident, but fuch ai w« tlfinll 
may confiftently be pd£Ssd over» on the ground of Ibch t0nee& 
&m, as ihall be implied in* a onrdial atcef^tance of thifr r^Mu 
And are there not, beloved brethren^ very urgent rea^spns^ wii^ 
you {hould in this way bury in oblivion all the allegations ed^ 
hibited before tis^ againft each other i Does not the plan pn^ 
pofedyopen a door for the attainment of every right and privi^ 
lege, which has been profefledly^ en either fide, an objeA at 
purfuit ? Have yott notfek that great unhappinefs is infepai^^ 
rable from difienhon ? Has it not pleafed a gracious God ih 
the midft of wrath to remember tnercy f Has he not lately 
^pranted fome effufioas of hss holy fpirit among you, and ffiuft 
not every one who wi&es a continuance and an increafe of tM 
good wotk» feel it to be inexpreffibly imptirtaiit> thftt att Iminff^ 
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4mtm ^mos^lBidon ^ould take place ? for what can have % . 

Et^.teDdeBc^i(o grieve the Ipiritof God, than continued 
n&on ai^KHig tke profafied foUoweis ot tke Lamb ? And 
wkat jom, have a greater tendency to promote a general revi«i 
f9X of xeijgioni than a luunble Knd cordial reooaciliation among 
tfaotfe who have been afieoated i 1$ it not th^i eafy to £ee» 
lhat«he faappinefeor mifcry of many immortal fouls may hi 
mdmatefy connefted widi an acceptance or refe^on of this re* 
firtti iiowddifaMe then, ehat all our brethren, who have 
heen at variance^^ottid now melt into contrition, eml^ce eadi 
ether in the .arms of hpfy friend&ipj and finite to promote the 
good week of f^e Loid. in iriew of theie things, beloved 
l^hretb may we not urge, that by fuch mutual conceffion$» 
eondeTcenfioOilbrgivenefs^ and forbearance, as an acceptance of 
tim «eftilt ^vA imply, -you endeavor to reftore and continue 
the\inity of the fpirit in the bond of peace i How cte Arable 
ll tdus, as k i^fpeAs all the important imerefts combined in this 
ibho^l t»f the f^rophets, ^hjch Heaven has fo gracioufly nur* 
twed ^ukI prospered. &*ethren, moft refpeiftfaity we commend 
you aU to Ae grace CRf^Sod^ 

<< Voted unanimoiifly and publiAied as our refult, this twenty 
fourth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
m^t hondred »id fix. > 

»* A-true copy, 
^Atteft, « THOMAS WCttlCEST£R,&W4f/' 

This ,Bef|ilt was accepted by both churches— :but by the old 
church,,hovKever, in the very extraordinary manner, as apgears 
by thejr ypte XoUowwig : 

5« At^ meeting of the Ch\irch of Chrift at Dartmouth Col- 
J^ge, JMUrch.SO, 1306. 

<< On takitfg into confideration the refnlt of the mutu;d 
CSoupcil V9hp ^nvened at this pbce on 4he 19th uft. and being 
highly -pleafed, and (ullyfttisfied with the, fame, as proper and 
«iell adapted to the ftate of this church ; .bnanimoufly voted* 
that «^^AiM^ to the iatintymeamng md import^ f/^dri/uit^ Ms \\ 
ehurcki/bpH cMimueinfutun to ke one andihtfame as ber^ofore i \ 
«nd the members rf the fame to remain under the fame cove- \ 
want as formerly in faid church ; That accordingly, the >&*» 
fUfiifgovempHnt^ ai bere^rfore^ fitdl continue in future^ to he tke 
4immgii9fial'firm of government /or the churchy embracing tbetn» 
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i^dkthts. That in<rafe of a vacancj to the pafloial office vk 
either branch, the exifling pajhr may difcburge tbe duties of ad' 
iHittiftrator over both branches^-^nd that members maj be oAnittei 
and difcipline exereifedin each branch fq^rately^^Thit there ihaU 
be no change in tbe efickfiajiicifi form of Government in either branchy 
linlefs the fvhoU churchy campo/edofthe two branches^ at a regular 
meettngf ihall agree tq the iame. That individual members on 
the ea/l or vsefi fideofthe river Jball have a right to belong to either. 
krancb as they may incline-^^Thzt in fbture, any member or mem^^ 
tirSf hawftgany d^pcuUj or difpute with any other member or mem^ 
hers of the churchy Jball have a right, ifhe,fie<t or {beyJbouU defire 
it, to be beard and tried by thepafiors and elders of tbe tnvo branch* 
e^% cem^ofistg onejuMcial tribunal^-'^Th^t there ihall be a meeting 
of the whole cburch, whenever any member or members in eithev 
branchi (hall defire it, for inch reafons as (hall appear impor*^ 
tant to ibepafivr, or paflors, as bertUfore. The fame to be feaf* 
Onablj apd di^ly publiihedln the two branches, by the extfting 
]paftor, or paftors, and in caie of a poffible vacancy in both thefe 
officers,. by the elders of either branch. — That the two paftort 
ihall alternately aA as moderators at tbe meetings df the whole 
churchy which duty ihall always be difcharged by the exiAing 
paftor ; when there ihall be only one* — ^That when the two 
branches (hall meet to attend thefpeeial ordinances, there being 
two pastors, they Jball officiate on theje occafiens, by agreement s and 
when there is only one pajlor it Jball be his duty to admimfiir tbe 
fame. That each branch (ball have tbe right of admitting members 
into the fame / but when any nwmber applies for admtffion into ei* 
tber branchy he or (he fhaii he publicly propounded a reafonabU 
time in each branch. Unanimoufly vo«:ed, that this church, do 
folly and cordialty adopt the whole of the aforefaid refult of 
the Reverend Council which >ne coniSder, as embracing in its 
tenor, import and meaning, all the articles contained in the foregoing 
remarks. And ihould any concerned conceive that any of the 
faid preceding remarks, are not intended or embraced in l^e 
faid refult, we would hereby exprefs our willingnefs and cheer- 
fulnefs to enter into any amicable conference or difcuffionxtfy^^ 
ingthe fame with the j^iri/ ^ r^r^iiv/i accommodation. And 
ihottld there finally remain any difagreement b^ween this church 
and others concerned, as to the true intent and meaning of any 
part of faid refult, ti^is church will be cheerfully ready to join 
ih aiking the opinions and adiace of the Honorable Committee 
Ct the Truftees ox a majority of thofe who are neareft and were 
prefetit at the fefien of faid Council — and likewife of a major- 
ity of the meoibers of the. Council who formed the refok and 
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jtfe neareft-^and that in cafe of fuch reference fome one tiffiM 
Committee be entrufied with the whole hufinejs of obtaining fnid opin^ 
ion ami advice%* 

« JOHN SMITH." 

By the refult, it appears^ the two branches are coniidenki to \ 
be, as two diftinft churches, excepting, in the proviiion made 
for cdminuning together, and one or two other circumftances-r 
each lias the independent and exdnfive right, of (choofing and 
fettling its own minifter^; and the fame right, of admitting 
and difcipUning its own members; — by their conftruAion, the 
church is to be one, and the fame as heretofore ; and no mem* 
ber can be admitted, without having been propounded in both 
branches—that any one htay have a right to be heAfd and tried 
by the two branches conjundllyy forming one judicial tribunal^ &c. 
«:c. We have not room, nor time, for fuch ^t comment on this 
TOte, as it juftly ^eferves ; we will, therefore, only requeft th^ 
^reader to look at the refult once more, and to compare it with^ 
the vote of acceptance } and, if he can, to reconcile the latter 
to the refult. If it is irreconcileable, how'ihall it be ateounc* 
ed for, that President Wheelock, and his learned coadjutorr, 
ihould declare as they have, in that vote, that they confider the 
refult '* at embracingi in its temr^import and meanings all thearti* 
des contained. in the foregoing remarks^* This, dike wife, i% left to 
the reader to reconcile, with the knowledge, and underfland'^ 
ing, of thofe learned and relpeAable gentlemen. 
' The refult having been accepted by both churches, ^before 
ftatedf the general meeting propofed by the refult, was notified 
and holden \ previoufly, however, to this meeting, it being un« 
derftood what was the conftruAion of the refult by Prefident 
WheelOck, an individual member, without the knowledge of 
the church, wrote to the moderator of the late council on the 
fubje£l, who in anfwer gave his underftandin^ of the meaning ; * 
an accordance to this underftanding was alfo manifefted and 
-fnbjoined by the other gentlemen of the council ; which* no* 
'derftanding, comports entirely with the plain meaning of the 
words of the refult. But to return :«-at this meeting. Pro-' I 
fefior Smith preiiding, Prof^fibr Hubbard was chofen the \ 
fcribe : there being no other bufineis to be tmnfadted, we held \ 
a conference on the conftruAion of the refult. They contend- 
ed for that contained in their vote afbrefatd -, and we, for 
Its meaning, according to the plain import oi the words in 
which it is exprefled— -and in fupport of the corredjtnefs of 
tfai^ our underftaQding, the smfwer before mentioned from the 



members of the hte cooadl, was addoeed by die jmtm ^ 

whom it was written — bnt to do effeA. 

We, on our part, followed the recommendation ^ the m* 
fiilt, invariablT, by giving notice of onr intended communionsy 
and invitations to them to unite with os therein, iimilar to the 
following : 

<( By permiffion of Divine Providence, it is expeded, Ebe 
fiu:rainent of the Lord's Supper will be adminiftered ^o thf 
eaft branch of the church at Dartmouth College, the next {ab* 
bath ; and the members of the weft/are, by thoie of ihe eaiEfc 
branch, mbft cordially invited to abide by the refult of the late 
mutual council, and agreeably thereto, to lay afide firife ahii 
controverfy, and in brotherly love and charity, to unite with us 
in the celebration of that holy ordinance/' 

Profeflbr Smith, by a pre^ous contraOr, hid csontin^ed 
preaching to that ioctety in Hartford, and paftor.of that dmrcht 
trooi the time of Profeflbr Shurtleflfs appointment, to the de* 
ceale of Profeflbr Smith. This folemn event excitid our (ia» 
cere fympathy ; but it Teemed^ at the fame time» as though the 
difficulties here, might now have ended : and our hopes once 
more revived, in confideratton that we, oii this fido'of the 
river, might yet be united, under the adminiftrati<m of the 
Profeflbr qf Divinity — but oar hopes in this, alfo, vrere fbon 
defeated. The aged Dr. Burroughs was procured, to leave his 
flock and charge*— to be difmified from them by an ecdeiiafB- 
cal council, and to remove and fettle in Hartfcffd, to take ds« 
paftoral care of that church, (which they call the church of 
Dartmouth College) where Dr» B. continued until his death— 
and, in addition to what was paid him there, he received^ as 
wais faid and underftood, from the Prefident, one hundred dol* 
lars annually, towards his fopport. [Note 5*3 

It naturally may here be aflced, why the Prefident fliould be 
at f uch expenfe*— or why ihould he not, after the death of Pro* 
f eflbr Smith, be willing that ProCeflbr Shurtleff ihould be pai« 
tor, as Profeflbr Smith had heretofore been ? Inftead of at* 
tempting, ourfelves, to anfwer the queries, we will flate the fol- 
lowiog fads :— A gentleman of refpeAability, who removed ^ 
this place fincejthe death of Profeflbr Smith, and whoie name 
and tefticnooy may be had if this ftatement ihould be denied^ 
in converfation with the Prefident afked, why Profefl<Mr Shurt- 
leff, after the death of Profeflbr Smith, had* not been chofea 
,paftor jnitead of Dr. Burroughs ? The Preiident at one time 



Mfc fkrtmbm liM, hj th^ a^poiiit»ie&t of Dr. Burwmgte lb* • ^ 
FFt-ibytmaB incereft would be better £rciir«4. AtaodllKr 
^ime, m reply to tl|e fsuM i|u?fti4m» he fakl, that, iff a paftor 
iTas not appointed to tbe w^eft.braiicb firft» be f»wi&i th^ thf 

Kopie in^ Hartford would go off. At lanotb^ Umfi% before the 
nOyyiety, be gave £or realoD) tbat ProfeSbr Sburtleff' bad 
tfpmmiikied wkh the Mw church* Thefe three d^perent rea«- 
t9m were giv^ at thff e different tiaies» to one and the facDe 
IBiluiqr, by ihe Prefidc»li*Hiiid wbkb of them is th^ true refr- 
Sm^ or whether they idl arOf Is not lor us to determioe. 
^ As before metitioaedj we followed the recomoiendatioii^ pf 
tHe rtfiilty andt a« drcimftaoces would allow, i'o coAtio^d to 
40 till I)ecember» 1M9> wbUe they i Ott their jpart, entirely 
neglected to com|^ly with k. Having underftood. they reprer 
£mted t^r ha^^og accepted the refult of counciU and that we . 
liad'ftot I nod for other ferieus Md folemn reafpns jirging us 
th^tet^^ we wicote Uiein again) and proposed as in the following 
ktter; 
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<« To Dr Burroi;^bs> to be <;ommunicated to thecbUrch un- 
der ius|»aftoral care« 

^ If any apology ii neceffiiry for refuming the unhappy fab^ 
j^ which hef etofof e has occafioned the interchange of fo 
ifiany coiin^unkations between us, we can offer lio ocfaer, than 
^ continuancis dt our iKncere defire for a re&oration of that 
^ariftian\Emity, love, and chatty between us which we have fo 
!tong nniforml jr, and io ardently defired. 

'< We have ^^ely been informed, though the information 
"was not very dir€^^ that you do not conflder us as having ac- 
ipeptfed therefek of the i^te mutual council — if this can be a 
"Reality, that you fo confider it, permit us to affift your recoHec- 
4Sttm by a recitation of fads, w4iich we think, muft clearly fatis-^ 
fy yea of your miftake, and tihat the refult was fully and pub* 
lidy aiccep^ed by us. 

* *« After the reftfk was publiflied, on the 4th d^ of April, 
1806, a vote, unequivocal of otir acceptance of the fame, was 
tiHaoimoufly pafled by our church — and a committee was theH 
appointed, who waked on 'Dr. Smith, your then Paftor, with a 
copy of the fame to be communicated to you ; tog^her with 
our defire, if k might be agreeable to you, that the general 
meeting, reoomtnended b^ the refult, might be notified to be 
balden oti lome day as you might .pleaie, in the then following 
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«r«6k. The meeting accordingly was notified puUidy iii eack 
fociet^i as we fuppofed, and holden at the meeting hoofe here, 
on the 10th day of April 1806 ; at which meetingi agreeably. 
to the recommendation of the refnlt, we proceeided pablidj, (a 
refpeAable number of fpeAators being prefent,) to the choice 
of a fcribe ; after thist whenever the facrement of die Lord's 
fupper was to be adminiftered here« we inTariablj pra£ticed| on 
the fabbath preceding, agreeably to the r^ommendaricm of 
the refult) to requeft a public notification of the fame, together 
with our cordial invitation to the members of the weft branch 
to commune with us ; which iiotificatious and invitations were 
ptbliflied| as is ufual in like caifes, before the congregation in 
this place, and likewife feafonably given to Dr« Smithy to be 
communicated to you, as we fuppofed in the fame way. 

«* Thus we have fhited fa£h, as they ftand in our minds, and 
on record ; from which it appears to us that we have fully ac- 
cepted, and as far as circumftances would permit^ave conform- 
ed to that refult* While on the other hand it appears to us, 
that as your vpte, of March 20th, 1806, which you confldep 
an acceptance, contains an expreflion of your meaning, that is 
ib different from that of the refult } as you have neglected to 
con^y with very efiential requifitions, or recommendations of 
the fame — and as you have not, fince the general meeting be- 
fore mentioned, in any circumftance relating tons, conformed 
thereto, it cannot be confideredthat the refult has been accept- 
ed by you. .But as you think otherwife, as Ve have under- 
jftood } as you confider that the refult has been accepted by you 
and not by*us — ^we would now propofe and invite you to unite 
with us in calling a mutual council, to whom fhall be fubmitted 
whether the partiesj have mutually accepted and complied with 
the refult aforefaid.. If they may think the fame has not been 
mutually accepted, &c. then, if either, and which of the parties 
ha^e accepted and complied with it ; and if either, or neither 
have accepted it, then for the faid Council to point out to us, 
what b requifite for either or both of the parties further to do 
in order for a fall acceptance and compliance with the fame* 

^ This, brethren^ is a propofal which we make with 0ncerity» 
and as we hope and truft, from pure motives, as t^e moft likely 
mean, under exifting circumftances, of reftoring to us that unity 
and brotherly love without which we can never unite in the 
Kingdom of God* 

« Before we clofe, will you not permit us, once more, to ex- 
p^eis pur moft ardent defire tbit a fettlement of thefe difficul- 
ties may yet be^ and that f peedily affected. Five years have 
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mofW dmoft elapfed fince the commencement of ttiem $ and in 
^t tiine what wounds and reproaches have not been therebyt 
Cftft on our holy religion ; and how does our common adveria- 
ry exiilt at their continuance '^and to. fee the iacrament of the 
li^ttlVlUppier on one iabbath, adminiftered to one party i and 
perhapS) on the next iabbath to the other, in the fame place f 
and to fee ns alternately turning our backs upon that holy ordi« 
nance ; and how does it increaie his impious joy » on the JLovd^s 
diiyti when thofe from Hartford commune here, to fee the doors 
of God's iandhiary there,^ noc open for his worfliip, and that 
His Name, therein, is not hallowed* 

' ' Does it not appear that the prefent is a moft favoraUe oppor* 
lunity fdt a happy iettlement of this diilenfion, and more fa* 
vorable than probably will ever hereafter occur i and fhoukt 
they remain unfettled — alas t the confequences, it is needleia 
for us to attempt to defcribe. We wiU only oblerve, that in 
the Kingdom of Chrift, his praifes can only be fupg, with unit- 
ed hearts ; tbirt can be only cne table for his friends ; andt 
tiefe cannot be any alternate fitting down, as with us, to cele- 
brate the wonders of his dying and redeeming love< j 
<< Let us all weigh thefe confiderations, and others that tea* 
ion and religion diAate^ that the all important objed of a fettle- 
ment may yet be efiefled ; and as a likely.: mean thereto, will 
jovL not tinite with uis agreeably to the propofal before mentioftr 
ed, in calling the aid of a mutual Council, that we may unite 
in an acceptance of the refult ; that thereby we may once more 
embrace each other in love; that the prayers of God's people 
fior our profperity may no longer be hindered— and that we 
may again lubfcribe ourfelves, with cordiality and affection, 
•- *« Your brethren in the Lord* 

[<< Signed by order of the Church,] 
« CALEB FULLER, 1 
«»BENONI DEWEY, f Cii»iw;Vi^^. 
^«JAS.WHEEL0CK,3 
~ ^ December 12, 1809." 

They declined our propofal made in the foregoing letter % I 
Aid this led us to the following addrefs and application to the ^ 
Rev* Orange Aflbciation. 

w Hanover, March 9, 1810. 

<< REV. & HON. GBNTLEMEN, ^ 

^* Although from our deftitute fituation, not having a paf- 
for, we are not particularly reprefented in your reverend and 
Iionorable body $ yet when we confider that it is to you an a- 
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greeAbla duty kr yoat ItMMd offices ta leg^d ^ pmmU 
you may have opportudity and opcafiMi, the w«l£tf e and pra<#' 
perity <^aoy oi the chnrchca of our oooaiium Lord f ve ted: 
a pleafant confideaoe id. nlM^dbdr effing yoo. • 

^ k is ufioeceiary forns 40 iaiorai yoa 4it the diftiifiQii tkai 
hat 4ofig i«bfifted between tfaU cbuvch and tint mtk arjuph «« 
trefe formeriy conntfded-^to hesd timdiSkmtoa ouny /endeurtf 
Mn and miichpaiMi haw beeataiDeo i bm all without effiaGL 

•< Abott ftwr.years agoa.matmicomicii was invited by>.^^ 
pamee ta fOMiveDe and aiift in a fiittbnftesit lyf our difficaldesb 
Thu council, when met, went into a iseanng of all ma&Ders^ 
dtflTwfioii between tlie paitsrs ; and after dettberately weigh- 
ing and confideriogtke fame, on itbe 19tii day of Febmaqr, 
1M6, publilhed their refok thereon* By tins refadt^ had tho 
hme been mutndly and cordially :aGcepted^ M di&renees'bart 
iween the parties muft tteceSurily have coafed, and duaftoai 
love and peace have been reftored & and' each paity •fieipnDed in 
the fdft enjoyment of goTpel liberty : but, nnhappUy^ tMs in 
not the cafe^^lbe breach between ns is not 4feealed ; and thm 
caufie of religion by our dtfcovdanctJs ftiily as yon a « iienfiUn^ 
moll foreiy wounded. 

^ We, on our part, think we have fidiy accepted jdie joeMi | 
before menticmed ;.and that^ io far m xnecumft^eetflnonkl 
permk, have complied with its reGomm^dations-^and that jow 
any fair, ^onfiftent and sreafonable conAmftinn pf tho £unn^ 
&e other party hare not accepted or cbmpUed with it* ^hitn 
on the ether hand, we uoderftand9 they reprefewt that they 
have accepted it, and that* we have not. In order i to &taln 
this. point, as the faid refiilt feems to be the only ^laiitioniri 
ground on which a fettlement can be 'had between us ;.»we hayn 
propofed and invited them to unite «ri|h us in calling another 
mutlial council, to decide which, if either, have accepted and^ 
complied with it \ and if either, or neither, have accepted it« 
for the council to determine -what further is neceflary for ei» 
ther, or both, to do, in order to a full acceptance of, andicom- 
pliance with, that refult ; but this propofal and recjueft, they 
bave not (een fit to comply with. 

«<This, reverend gentlemen, being onr preftnt-fitiiatiofi) 
and feeling our own incompetency— ^we have propofed and-eon*' 
eluded toTay ourxafe before Ahe whole ojF your reverend body, 
for your wife and chriftian counfel and ^advice, tp ,dite^nwe 
v^ether any &irther duty is incumbent on us,. relative ;to an 
acceptance and com^^liance v^th the refult before mentiiQned> 
and whether any, and what, particular duty yet remains. <o^l;^ 
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J^|onned by us» to thofe with whom we have been in contro,* 

Vmy : 'aod, in fliott, to giVe us fitch counfel and advice wheth<» 

er, in regard to our paft or future procedure, as your body> 

in its united wifdom, with fuch informsition as may be laid be* 

. £pre.theii)9.and on due confideration» may think proper. 

\',\'*^ And in order that all heedful information may be obtained 

V the inpi!l eafj^and convenient way \ we have thought it beft^ 

' and^ accordingly would ^ropofe and requeft that a committee 

^l" tjbree, or more, from each of the two branches of yoiir reV- 

V^nd body I at their feflion on Wednefday next, tti'ay be ap* 

^it^ted to meet here on die 27th day of March tnd: foi: the 

purpofe of obtaining the information that xhay be heceflary^ 

'and that, may he fumiflied them concerning the preniiifeS ^ 

which committee to makjd i'e^drt to the whole '\>ody when it 

xnay be' convened at Norwich, on the-— —day of May next : 

that they ipay then, underftandingly, give us fuch tolinfel and 

advicief as we fo much lieefd, and as may be in fupport'ahd'pro* 

inotipn ot the cjtufe of our blpfTed Redeeixier. 

; <^ It b nieedless for us, Rbv. Sirs, to mention any cOnfideratioiii 

W ihauce you i for we are fully perfuaded, that yobr benevolent 

^apd chrtftian feeling$,.in view of our fituatidki, ahd the injured 

and bleeding caufe of Chrifl in this part of his Vineyard, will 

iprompt you more forcibly than any arguments and periuafions 

tiat. w^e c^n ufe, to aVi&ady' compliance with our wiihes as before 
atea* /..••;;■ • :t :• r. . - 

« In thi^ confidence)' and with much refpeA, reverend and 
honorable gentlemen, we reft aflured. 

^<8igned in behalf of the church in the vicinity of D. College^ 

..; * « Caleb FULLEk. 7 ' 

• , , . *«BENONIDEWEY, fCi^wmi/^; 

y «OAS. WHEELOCK,\ 

\ 

^<To the branch of the Orange AfTociation to be convened 

at Cornifh, on the 14th day of March, 1810. 
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f* ^J-.Bi.^B'e have communicated bur wifh^to the other branch 
of the AjSbciation by a duplicate of the foregoing.'' 

' . . «- • • 

< 

A duplicate of the foregoing was fent to each branch of that 
Aflfociation, who appointed a committee of fix, that is, three 
from each branch. The committee met and had a public 
hearing, and o^ opponents were prefent, having had notice as 
iblloWs; • 
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u f . That tlM^ir«ftri£lioD with refpeA to ai choice of mgmbea^ 
flull not .opei^tci to e^jclude any one, on either Gdey. who ha» 
Bot aliiead]^. aiEted as a member either of a mutualxQr.exp«surce 
council,. which ba9 heard at^d decided npon. the mgriu of tl^e * 
caufe. /• ' i" ' .. 

^rS. ! "Jfhat the reiult with refpe£l to the iaft objeA to be fub-, 
flOilttedy fball be decifiVe, provided it fl^ll have bee^ adopte4 
by the comncil unanimoufly \ otherwife advifory only. 

« And whereas, moreover, the cooimittee of the church at 
Dartmouth College have manifefted an ardent defire, that an 
union £hould agaiii take place betweien them and their brethren^ 
on gofpel principles, a defire in ytHich we moft heartily* unite | 
^nd, the brethren of the other^hurch have requefted our ad-> 
vice, generally, relative to th£r difficulties ; we take the liber* 
ty to propofe the ifollo.wing plan of union, viz. 

« 1. That the members W the church ac Dartmouth Coi^ 
lege, who live on the Veft fide of Connecticut river, be formed 
into a diftindt chyrcti, by themfelves. / 

« 2. That the members of both churches living on the eaft 
fide of the river be alfo united in one church, and that 
^he mode pf church government be fiich, that when any cafe 
pi difHputty ihall arile, with any member, he fhall have the 
tight of being heard befpre the whole church, or before the 
pafior and elders at his own option. And, in cafe the caufe 
ihall be referred to another tribunal, it fliall be, either to a 
liiutual tribunal, or to the Prefbytery, as he may choofe. 

« Voted unanimoufiy. 

« ISAIAH POTTER, Modiraigt.. 

^f JAMES W^ WOODWARD, Scribe:* 



Tlie old church not havihg acceded to the propofals'and ad^ 
vice, contained in vote aforefaid \ our church has fincc^ that 
time, and now refts on the^footing as confidered by the £iid 
vote ; vie. as a regularly organized church, happy in the fel- 
lo wfhip of all our' lifter churches. 

It is a very important point to be upderftood^ and which, per- 
haps, fhould have been befpre noticed, that there always had 
been from the beginning, an underftanding, that the College 
and inhabitants fhould unite in public religious worfhip. Ac- 
cordingly the old Hall, the firft building eirefted for that pur- 
pofe, was conftruAed, one part with feats for the (Indents, and 
the other part with pews for the people ; and fo afterwards, 
with the Chapel, \p, each of which^ buildings, the inhabitants 
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Qwnedan tntereil:. Accordiilglyy likewifei when tile fubjeA of 
appomtihg a profeflbr of divinity has been before the Board; 
it ha$ been ufual with them, individually, and by committees, 
to conkt with the people^ and their committees, oh the fub« 
ie& ; . to knover what paight be agreeable, and what aid the peo- 
ple'might probably afford towards his fupport, &c. It is a fa£b 
that cannot be denied, that the profeffbr of divinity, was alfo to 
officiate as preacher to the ftudents and people \ and as paftor , 
to the churcji. We need not proceed in the proof of this ; it 
is eftablifhed by the Preddent, h^mfelf, in his <' Sketches," in 
feveral places, and particularly, in page ITth, he fays, <* From 
the beginning the preacher to the ftudents and people, was the 
paftor of this church, conftantly, and in uuinterupted fuccei- 
fion— the founder — Mr. Ripley — Meflrs. Ripley and Smith 
jcolleagues^ and l^Ir, Smith in a line to the laft date— ^ the Truf* 
tees knew it, yes, while th^y, annually, after the decbafe of the 
iouuderii^ I779j appointed the preacher to the ftudents with 
the people, they wefl knew, he was the paftor of the church.'^ 

F^poin thefe premifes, the following very ferious and impor- t 
jtant(]^ueftioQs naturally arife. Why ftiould Prefident Whee- 
lock, who ought to be a pattern of good order, and who knew 
fp well in this inftance, ii^ what it confifted, we lay, why fhould 
he, himfelf, bre^k over the gjood pld eftabliftxed uf^ge and cu& 
torn, about which, ^e in his book fo often and lo vehemently 
declaims ? Why was he not fatisfied, and eafy, that the Profei- 
ior of divinity fhoutd be, without the interference of another, 
both the preacher to the ftudeptsand people, and paftor of the 
church here i even that very College Church, as it is called, 
9S 'we fo defired^ expoftulated, and even contended, that he 
might be*. Had the Prefident been as << attached to the old re* f 
ligious order of things'- as he appears to be in page 60th of the ^ 
** Sketches,*' it would not have been thought by him a crime in 
us, that we tendered the addrefs to ProfelTor Smith in page t, 
nor that he is therein ftyled, the late paftor; Ifbr would our af- 
ter expoftulatioh, and remonftrance, on the fubjeft have been 
liecefTary. Had the Prefident been difpofed, as we were, to 
liave gone on in the good old way, he would have forefeen no 
danger, that would render it neceflary to procure cxparte, the 
certificate recommendatory which we have noticed (lee note 1.) 
There could in that cafe, have been no neceffity for his getting 
the members from Vermont to come over here, to affift him ; 
' nor for his taking other meafures, as he did, to effeft his obieft, 
l^Oi it was the novelty of the projeft only ; his own deviation 
from " the eftablijbed religious order of things i^ that rendered inch 
aic| and afiiftance necefiary. < 
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This wa$i^e fetting'Out ; and, we leaye k to (be public todf|« 
terminer from hjs own words, whethef he. i^ not^ Kiiti)eli^'t%[£ 
man, whp was,<< for eftablifhing a new order pf i!^Wiphf 9^. 
terminating original principJe^, adopt^ bjr t^^ %ma^T^^2sA 
fan£lioned by the conduftors of the Jnftitutiqn;,uhiiit:'^ruptectlir,^ 
till that time ;" and we majr add, which I^as ^vei;^^d<i; ^e fojK 
approbation and! concurrence of the inhabitants in tlie pkce. 

It i$ ftroxigly imprefled, on our m^ds, that t]he Ij^rcfildent has 
through the whole affair, confidered l^imfelit^,^ ba^vindr a righi^ 
to controui the, affairs oi the church ; ^^ireu as^ ti^ou^l^ h wa$ 
an inheritance derived to him from his. fatl^er. Hfs^ fpirit d^ 
domination appears in fome degree, frQm t^hat has been exhit^* 
ited 'y it appear^more clearly, to thoreacq^aintfdwitKthe^n- 
tleman, and with the i^aijiy little, almcifi^'nan^eUft cfrcumitaii- 
ces, and incidents, whicb cannot be here pprt^^y^d. '^his opin- 
ion is confirmed, we thin.|:j by himself ii^ bis « Sketches,*^ and| 
particularly, in the 18th pagej whe^e he (kys, 4ii^kirig b j" pror 
feffor Sburtleff; « the Prefident then pla^Aly told'hidi, thaf his 
, eleAion depended on his di/ppfitipn, and, the ailiiraQce w^'ch 
I be might giye^ of his ^tta^ho^ent to tbe church, an4 it^, f^^R 
' of government, and his engagement (o walk wifh ihemx on^ ii 
\ friendjbip njuJth Dr. Smitp^ until he fhould ceafe tab^ a ji^ftor. 
It (eems he meant, Profeflbr Shurtle^ fhould be pledged, to b^ 
compliant to the church, to Dr. Smith, &c, (ji^ery— who» a^; 
thorized the Prefident to require fucli pledge i Did tl^e 
church ? And now, becaufe ProfefTor Shurtlefl^ would not fotic6 
bimfelf upon us, as colleague to PrpfefTpr Smith,^ ^g^UjiQ ^^!^ 
voice of the^'members of the cburch here, andbnl^ at the de- 
fire of Prefident Wheelpck, and thofe pepple in Vern^onti he 
is accufed, and that pufjilicly, of a preach ffpfomi/i. ' ** His en- 
gagement to walk with them, and in friendfhip with Dr.Smith/^ 
we think, are here, words of ftrong meaning, on whicb «f e 
have not time to comment. 

The PreCdent, even by his friends and adherents, in the 
hon,e{): language of unguarded fimplicity, is confidered, and even 
&y\edy the Samp/on, Is npt here, in this fptrit gf cpntrqul, tt> 
be found, the true " feed" of the controverfy, whict wpuld^ 
" like the iJpts," have « fpread its deleterious branches,** (h^d. 
not a merciful and over-ruling Providence breyented,) to ttie 
extirpation of every veflige of religious freedom ? 

The Prefident, at the time of the converfation referred to ijx 
the << Sketches;" apprehended, as he has fince found him to be» 
that ProfefTor Shurtleff" might be a man of an independent 
mind, that he would not deviate from the firait path ojF duty^ 
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lehce^ we toficludie his utt-«^ 

fliDuld'be iole pajdor 6f the 

chcfi^^r tlilt%ih^i% 4{ln)e<>f iBrdfeflbr Smith, he fiiooid be 

colleagued to him ; and that', after the death of Profeflbr 

Smithy (he ^ged Dr. Burroughs muft firft beeftablifhed in the 

^jMkoHVhBte^ btf(6lfe¥iroifeSbr8hurtleflr can be invited to be 



; WcvWill QQiTtgive ther reader a copy of a vote of that churchy 




to fakea'^^ft8i^I;iikyeUnd'TupeHiitehdirice of^ ^o 

fer as'fi^ff%MVittiatii^<ilvfe dn'hitn,.in reference to that p^rt 



1^asfuXff%MVittiayii^dlvfe dn'hitn,.inreference to that p^rt 

Cbnheftieut nv'*r, 
'^ngtigemtnts. 
. 'Bu^oii^hs, Deacon 
^%a«h'irel'touV6tt/'dna 'Whn^fliibbk^^^^^ ^o 

wait on Mr. Pxofeflbr Shurtleff^ and teqti^ft him j as tne^ntidneti'iii 
.Hike '>fei^egQipg ^nkbyrtd enter into aep^pral r^aiioiv\rid| this 
^'Aurdii iaoifefipaitieoiarly>rihl^e&rtnk:e^o the branch, of the 

> idmrtiidnrdse'eaftfide'df (Di>mie8dcutTtver|fo'far as may comport 
- rwitiv kil'oBEciok ddtie^ras Prdf eflbr. "And as the church was 
'^rM6feed%Mil)anjlacti6ular vietar^to tiberreiigJous; s(nd moral ftate 
^oof UbjTiGGAKgkfinBaid iias from -dai^Dbeginriiqg continuednn r^a- 

'ifw^ftli tbffdainey as^t is^'and-^wStl be attended with pefcuHar 

> ncfijQSidiiltyyriaTBhkB ftntaUisprdviiion^ forthedrue udminift)?ation 
'ltof'tbe'io^dailaiices»>and.fbr'the rfyaftofal cc^ce^rns $> as tb^ Pro- 

feflbr of Theology ftands in a religiotsand moral relation to 
.the Inft|ltutio9, which feems to proient a natural connexion 

with luoh a. chargf TT^x iwi unanimoujls refpeii ^Mr, 'Profejfor 
JShurt^i 0nJ ^^Julty{4iisfied vutth hVs talents ^ his doZlrinal ana 
\ f^oBUal frin4phy\ 2^^.hh office and fiippbrt as PfoiFeflbr be- 
'^ipg fubje^ to t^'boayd of Trufteea^ of faid College ; and they 

liaving in tiieir votes permitted Uiefanie. -Therefore our .laid 
l^comtm^e'are authorized and re;queft)?d to lay the cafe before 
jbipij, apd* obtain his confent to. fuftain'^^^ relation} in 

.the adoumftratibnand care of'the iaid .Collej^e Church, fo far as 

he majrjiibdgi^ Jt» compatible with his., pitlfefiioual duties; and 

which w^areted to cherilh, the hdpe that lie will be difpoled 
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to comply whbj when he coniiders our unanimaot de£ur^> ^^ 
the circumftances of his relation to the College and the church,^ 

« • Atteft, ^^ EDEN BURROUGHS, Pq/hf^/" 

 • . • ■• '••''...> 

• . • •.•".' -^ . •   

In addition to what is exprefled and implied by this vote^ 

jprefident Wheelock has been heard> repeatedly, to exp^^is in 

the fulled terms, his entire approbation of the prudent part^ 

Profeflbr ShurtleflF has a£ted through the whole controverfy* 

Indeed it bno more than jaftice to declare, that through' the 

whole^ he kept himfelf entirely free, and' did- not in any way to 

our knowledge, take part in> the controverfy, tUl he becaipe a 

member of this church fometime ihthey:ear 1811^ 'At this 

time he confented^ occafionally, fo far as inight be confiftent 

with other engagements, to adminifter (pec,ial ordinances to the 

church. ^This and his having declined the invitation^^tobe^^e 

coUeague-pafior to the old church, and cohfeqiieiitly, that'^aid 

to the Preiident in his deCgns, vvhich the latter may have e±«li 

pe£ted, have es^ofed him to the Unjul): reprbacUy mifreprc^leh- 

tation and flander, which in fuch torrent^, ate poured upon 

him,in the " Sketches^'. and " Review/* aiid which ^te fo in* 

confiftent with, and contradi£tory to, the friendly language, of 

the laft mentioned vote* 

, 1 '-11 

ProfefTor Adams, likewife,notwithftandingthepnidenceiiad' 
moderation wfth whith h« aded ; having, been here two yeftrs 
before he communed with either 6f the churches ; endeavor- 
ing all this time^ affiduoufly and impartially^ to effefk a r^oo* 
ciliation and fettlement of the difficulties ; fintUyi becanfeiie 
thought proper to join our churchy and confeqiiently could tM, 
be fubfervient to the Prefident's defigns, is reprelented ia the 
^* Sketches,'' as a partizan» and as having undertaken the im*- 
portant office he holds, with a view, oi^y to fubferve pMy 
purpofes, (fee note 6.) 

The Rev. ProfeiTor Moore, immediately On his arrival here» 
received from that church, an invitation to aA as th^ir paftbr^ 
by the following vote: — <*At a meeting of the church 'of 
Chrift at Dartmouth College, iq the meeiing-houle in the Vh*^ 
cinity of faid College, Nov- 15, 1811 — ^Voted to invite the 
Rev. ProfefTor Moore, to become paftor of thb church, and 
to take the paftoral care of that part of the church, who refide 
on* the eaft fide of Connefticut river } and that the Rev; Dr* 
Burroughs and Major Woodward, be a committee to wait on 
the faid ProfefTor Moore, and agree with him, upon the cir* ^ 



-Sm^McMf vnflar lvfiidi« lie mif e«nrpty with die above &«}% 

- '«• A true tepf of reoordy I 

^ Acted. ^' £i»Nf BURROUCHS, Pkflor.'' ! 



ihtSM^ Mobt^i ttot Het^lidg t&e ^l>ove intitatioii^ ahd 
4i(^f ilf(f^illU<^ iloStM with onie cbtiri^b, ha^ not efcapeil^ 
M:«wil6^i t4&e d^^oiehtieas «f tb6^ PainAphlet-^(ree note 7.) 
mflUs <Sol!(ifveaibh> anb^i^ ^ofe hiconfiftencf in th6 Author 
4f tkfe ^< Sk^tthei'* 6ttMi%. Iri*p^g« ^ «>* that produaibn, be 
%S) << «f> Itis firft irffv^ at Oblk^^, Prbfeflbr Moore receiTed 
te tiiH/^e^n fr^m tb*^ Cc^%^ Irhtlfch} Mitute, fiattered and 

U^t lihUith 4Aitm\gi Sec. When we fte the vote of that farm 
l<hl(lfdix €^eti the ^Mr»y vbtt ^ itivkiSkny now btfore t>ur eyes, 
ijHf^fefd % n fdlhr-^Sreti mtti Bbrroughs, thie fame gentlemah 
^ii^ fe fo ilighli refpefted Attd walked by the author of tWe 
>< Stetch^d*" But eo rectintil^ tMs mtohilftency it may be idid 
fe^ €h^ Pl^fil^Ati ttet Bn Burrdigh^ lives and preaches fo far . 
9Si it fe iibt <<>tive^ii^islt tol him; ^d thofe people there, to 
i<An^ t^li^6^il&d Chat it fe e^tXVf ihcohvenietit fbi- us here, to 
|6 «k«i^; Tbis md^d i^ ti^tier^ aiid \\ik reafon has weight— bdt 
m^ic mkiUlfei^t ito^j tHaft rt MA on th^ 1ft of May, IMB^ 
when we offered it in our letter of that date, to the Preiiclehts 
^^ ^Kir it^^^tm^ to ^ed^ade !^ ^ as he thcin migliLt, to 
' ^tiii eiid id ill tb^l^ diJSeuUie^ I 

It Is re|>r(Sftated ih "Skelchi^C pa^e 19, zi though theniew 
«H»r^k Ii^d tak^ri pofleffion of th^ meetihg-hbufe, to the eit* 
clufion of the old churchy and a:S thbiigh their rights in this 
ilfpe^, it'el^fhfteh infringed upbh. This is oiie of the many 
i^ifrepi^eleiilttiMs of that book The truth is,^they have un* 
ihtert'iltpit%3ly, enjoyed eveff privilege in that houfe that they 
^61r did j or cteld enjoy — ^the^ have had there, always, the 
Ame preaching as though i*he nefw church had not been 
ibtfm^a«-^t&^ m^dting-houfe hs^ always been opeh to them, f^/ 
l{)^isii^b^di6t[iices $ bur SeaToeis lor iuch ordinances having 
ttieikzhhiyk fnbde eonfdrxbsible to them — on futh occasions the 
pbl^it lxa« always been chtf«frftl!!y refigned to their adminiftra- 
ft>r : and when tiiey liave been without a {^aftor, Profeflor 
^liHti^haSj readily, exchiE^^d iiirith the mati of their choice^ 
_ ftl' thtir accofHinodation* Iti fllort, they have every enjoy- 
Itient of that houfe, that they would have, had we individtially 
Wfyk^Mf kifteaid of betn^^ formed into a church.. 

^ If- 
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In the cfSkeicheSt** pdige 31, a'vote of the Board is ekprdE- 
ed, making provifion that Frofefibr Shnrtleff's exchangoa 
fhould be coaformaUe to an arrai^einent ahreadj made be* 
tWeen the officem of College, &c. It is a faft, that Frofefibr 
Shurtleffi being requefted by ^ne of the Board, to preient a 
lift of the niinifters with whom he wiihed liberty to exchange^ 
put on to his lift all he could think of, within 40 or 50 miles 
of this place* He requefted of the Prelident to mark the 
name of every gentleman to whom he had any objection* The 
Prefident declined — faid he would not objefl to any of them, 
for ordinary exchanges ; though he wiihed Profeflbr Shim> 
leff would not exchange oftener than was needhil, with the 
three gentlemen vAo organized the mw cburcb* But though 
he would obje£t to none, for ordinary exchanges, he would 
name fome on the lift, with whom alone he was willing Mr. 
ShurtlefF (hould exchange, on days appointed for celebration 
of oi;dinances in the new church, and requefted PrQfeflbr Smith 
to mark them on the lift Profeflbr Shurtleff had prefented-— * 
he dire^ed thofe marked^ as were his particular friends, and 
fuch as he prefumed would refiile to adminifter the ordinances 
to us. Notice,' chriftian reader, the fpirit herein manifefted. 
The gentleman could hear £my of the clergymen pr^ach» but 
could not, in confcience, let anj except his deaTeft friends ad- 
minifter ordinances to a church with which he was not in fel- 
lowfhip. 

Profeflbr Shurtleff, knowing the integrity of the Prefideci|?s 
friends better than the Prefident did himfelf , confented. to the 
arrangement— c-regulated his exchanges accordingly, and we.had 
nc^ difficulty in procuring adminiftrators. The original cata- 
logue and marks, are now before us. 

In reply to what is faid in that pamphlet of Profeflbr Shurt- 
leflPs negledl of duty as a preacher, and of the account there 
exhibited on the fubjeA, we can ftate— ^hat during the eleven 
years, fince Profeflbr ShurtleflTs eftabliflinient here, he. has 
preached abroad elevign fabbaths only, on an average, in each 
yQ%Vf in term time : in this eftimate, however, are reckoned^ 
four fabbaths in a year^ in wh'ich the old church has, prdinariljj 
occupied the meeting-houfe \ at which times Profeflbr Shurt- 
leff has, with a very few exceptions, given his labours to defti- 
tute focieties, in the neighborhoods He has al{b» occafionally» 
givei^ labours of love, to fuch vacant congregatiotis, upon iab- 
baths, when he, providentially, had the afEftance of clergymen 
from abroad* After dedudHng thefe, there can remain only be- 
tween fix and fe ven fabbaths in a year, in which he has exchaog- 



ed, eitlicr for liii own conveniencei or as an expreflioh of friend* 
ibip and'feHc^fliip^ with the neighboring clergymen. 

. So .much >for the declamation o£ the pamphlet on this fuh-* 
jcA ; and fo mnch for the (ecret record, which, if in any de^-- 
gree correal, mnft-have commenced' before the difficulties heret: 
and. from a fbrefight qf them^ which none but the author 
could have had. ^ 

r h appeal^ from page 1 8. and 19 of the « Sketches," that the 
author dared not own usa&a church, by reafon that the three 
dergyolduv wtxo formed us^ :had no wnrrant therefor, froai their 
churches, and becaufe they were not attended by delegates, at 
the organisation. To this we would reply, only, by aiking the 
gentleman,' how the M ehurchf to which h^ hhngs^ was organ- 
ised ? Theanfwter is on page 17 of the fame « Sketches,"—^ 
by 011^ mimfitr onlyy andthat wkhout a delegate or any one elfe, to 
affift him. :  :  ^^ ^ •'' 

.A» the 'gentleman takes occafipn, repeatedly, iti his book,- 
to mention^ the ^oodnefs of the' ftanding of the College' 
Churchy and the undoubted authority of the tribunal that has 
fo adjudged it $ we deem it proper to make afew obferviations 
relative hereto* That church was regularly forpied, we readily 
grant : bitt whether, from the late tranfa^ons, it can be co«i^: 
fidered,^ as nowftanding altogether in gofpel order, is iv)t our 
province or wifli to determine. The reverend Londonderry 
Preibytery, it is true, had a. feifion here in July, 18 11, and 
took into conilderatton the fitu^tionof that church, and refult* 
ed, <<That the fame ftood on regular and gofpel ground," &c. 
We would liere only obierve, that prior to this feffion, that 
church had united with, and became a part of, that fame Pref«- 
fa^ytery. Now, if that church had been confidered by the 
Prefbytery^ as mton gofpel ground, it muft have ipiplied a 
grofs inconfiftency and impro^Hriety in the Prefby^ry, to have 
fo received them into their fellowfhip and union. Does not 
their judpng of the conduct of ths^t church, . which conduft 
was prior «to their receiving them into union, imply a judgment 
of the ^propriety of their receiving them, without a prior ex- 
amihation ? Is not this judging their own eaufe ? If fo, can 
they be called << a proper authorised tribunal'^ I (fee Sketches, 
page 26.) -Does it not appear, rather, they were in this cafe, 
a very improper, incompetent tribunal i 

It appears evidently an object with the writer of the 
f< Sketches" and « Review/' to gain a public belief, that thcie 
difficulties arofe . from a difference in religious pripciples, 
or a variance inrefpedb'to the form of church goternment^ 
Thefe itfiinuations are entifdy without foundation, and have 



to fu(^N)rt duun, hot iIm ibare 4iggtfti*il% ttlHit «|^ 
ful writer. There neyer vas, ta miM knomUdgm kaf ioliiffu^ 
tion of f he vattt of ort|iodoxi]^ .io the Frtficktit-^ <cMit tht cod* 
trsry, he has ever» with us (however difftriliilJip he maf ht*i( 
sippeared to othecB^) profsfiSsd % fiuli aad deddfdk hfiBe^ ii^ ^ 
the important principles, entert^dned bp ui ». and: irhiebL are iAk 
together the fame, for ought we knpw, with tbo£ftQ£ U&oiKi^ 
f^iirch'; ^d in r^sfpeA to thiefionn of dfuich 9eve«mctit» 
diere has been so variance whateiser. We hvrh «ajfnrdd|pK 
aflured hiiD» o£ our entii^ fiitiafiaAtoa wth that# en. iribkhr^ ddb 
church refill, thatia« the Prcfliyterian fona* Wane b^hett^ 
wife, whj did he never mentiow it to. us f Wky^ did fa«^ wife: 
mention it vrith other Kea&ns^^^ecified^ ftij^ the Ebasd, ' of; Vtmif^ 
tees, on his application to.them^ hefoee eitcdf ; la. the vrhflli^ 
fprqgrefa o£ the. conirpveriy, no. inciouitilDa o£ what he Sop. infif f& 
uates, was ever, (we believe we may fay,) fo much as^ Aon^^ 
of, by any one in our chun;h. la conirmayoa of thi9» ve ap- 
^al taall our communicaticms to theoH bcfipre citod, pacfciciM 
kffly to our letter to the Preiident, of. Maji kf IMfii, and to 
the re£ait of the mutual coonc^ vrhich ve accepted. 

The author, probably with the fame motivet ae m tbit, ftlet 
going, like wife repreients in pages 15and 16^ theieeds^of-thofe 
difficulties as having been lown ip I7S7 » finnn. adiiaiSMlKiBb 
in confequence.of the reinaval to t^ Chapd fiirpiibUck 'W99^ 
ibip* The ^ule of that remove, and the confeqnnfyffti atitefNL 
refented are.both equally untrae» wkh thofejnftbefeeecjuitieiedtf 
and reft only on the iame iir^ foundation. > . 

The fa£):& are, that the ftude^its were diffiitisfiad.;. nol her 
caule the propti^tors claimed compen^tioa iGoo she i;die o£' the 
meeting houfe, (agreeably to the.underftanding ^RhekthehoHlci 
was built) but, becaule a tax of a foliar a- year, on eap^ fiudenr^ 
was laid, to xaife the money — thia the ftudenfs theoiiqg^ unffee?; 
fonable, and that they ought not to he itibjeAed»t<a ishie^addiH 
tional expence; ,but that if ought to.be paid in. lopie. otheo 
way* This uneaiSnefs of the ftudents^ which was.peobeiUf ca^ 
cited by the Prefident himfelf, and the propaciOKiinpt'hQii^ 
willing to give up their daim, fior, a reafonable^ compenfation^ 
which the Prefident, as befoiv ftated,had pcocnif^lihem,.ofefc» 
ilonedthe Prefident to fuggeft to Proiefibr Smithi»:his^ii0i//taife4 
pleafure^ to remove to the CoU^e Chapel for pnbljcif orflnp^^-^ 
Accordingly, thofe two gentlemen, agaiaft'the mU'aB4<ceixbn- 
firance of Profeflbr Woodward, and oi4ier meakbtai oSihe 
church, left the meeting houfe, and ordered the ftudentajto:ee» 
tend public worlhip with them in the chape), as.the]pdsd; ^Ho 
'Prc^fefibc Woodward continued witlLtl^peoide^ inthe 



j»g]iV9iift»tfiA afib«ded Ui iffiflailof im Utdiog {it. Jlb» ^hUHe^ 
ol 4ii« tm^aaarf* (iee aoce 8*) It Mng afterward &ggeft«dy 
Ikat they vroaid like to mnraeo the itoettiag houte, bm thaA 
ItreCrifor So^ith fiik a ddicairf and an apprcbenfioQ^ left> fr<»fl». 
hit late pvocediire^ hb return might Bot be accepteUe ; th» 
people feeKag pacific; and wiUing to cq^ aU that had pftfledj 
witha^'Oiantb of charityt aaditM^ bury k in forgetfuhie6> accop^ 
iktghff ^vfnne, inviting hicn to return, « The wsay. vtas thue 
Qpened^<-^He returned^ and uttintemlpted unaninity couHQiih* 
e^)- vkhnut aleeonng seneeBbrance of what had paffed, tiU 
it :va9. farc^ on oor touktteftion^ at the ieS&o^ of the Pre(by^ 
tecy» and moce fordUyf by the ^ Sketchesf' and «' fteviev.'' 

As. it Si neUr fo fiMrcM on biir meooryi we think it incufin* 
beatoft.u9i».to corvedbtl^fr inifrepre£entsitiaiv thiore madet and 
ilpttonly fiD^ but alfi> td take advantage, from that whkh theyi 
theiti&liBes have fbr brought forwarcff to ftate. fame £afts relative 
thereto^ which tvitlgo fair to eflabhih iba^ which i» the objeft 
of tlm publicationi that is to Jbam wiener, thai pampbht\ aad tilt 
Jfimt iyiwbkb.it wasJiStatal. Thefe are tUs &as, \rhich fliott)^ 
they I he denitd^caS' be fuhftantiafied by ample tefthnonyr That 
while tiwy went to the chapel^ no male men»ber of the charebi 
attended tfaewy but the Prefideni, Pr^flbr SnaithVandoae 
Odkmr -I tdtat cm aoeitain £ibbathy.s» dicrament of the Iioed-a kip* 
pen wtt6 notifiedLto be holden there, on the fahbath ne«t fol- 
kmdny; in the oonrfe- of the intervening week, imne of the of«* 
iecn.ai the chnrch, ia oonverfiiition with Profeflhr Scnithi obt 
jeAed againft.t^e procediire, as improper and iivegidar* bp 
realon, that the church, foon after the dedication of the meetf* 
iti%. h^aSt, had voted, that the commiimehs fhodid be hdd ia- 
idie meeting houfe, and no wh«re elfe. In thje converfatient 
Fro£eflbr Sbiithobfiirved, that it appeared tso.him.iif/ ft^yirnkal 
^^ cxmunoaion fliottkl be in the chapel> but that he was undee 
the dire^n^ of the Prefident,. and thait he wsurid comitrfe 
witk hjm on tbeil^b§v£t. Prof efiar Smith altervacdit toU the 
fame perfonsy hsind converfed with thtePrefideQti.bulr^bat heD 
the Prefident would' not bonfent to any alteration, and that 
conlequentlyt he, PisofeffiiF Smithrfhould go on, and hold the 
communion in the chapel a& px bpcfed. A remonftrance in writ- 
ing, dvaKed-by Profeflbf Woodward, and figned by him and 
the membeisa di'the church, wJs prelented -, notwithftanding 
all this, the facramentwas ^^^/^ adminiftered by Prof efibr Smith» 

4 

Th&f6}tawing i& tKe remonftrance. 

« To the Reiv4 John Sniit]?, jpaftcur ditbe cfauacb of ChciA In 
the vicinity of Dartmouth College. 
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^ iPhe fubfcriber9> members of iaid cbtir'chi rtprffenty 4^t 
with grief, they are informedt that notwithftanding aa agreff- 
ment of the members of iatd church, at a meetmg hplden at 
your houfe» not long iince, that the commuDion he hiolden at 
BO other place than the meeting houfe, in the vicinity of Dart* 
month College) otherwife than by confent of the church ( (fince 
which there has been ho church meeting, at. which they'have 
given fuch confent, or at which you have attended,) yet you 
have cauled a notice to be given, to ^members of iaid church, 
that you propofe to adminifter the facraqaent of the Lord's (up* 
peft at the College chapel, the next Lord's day ; a place where 
you know the church do not convene on labbaths, and where a 
communion would be dilagre^ble <to them. • As rightfully, 
might youtnotify it to be in a meeting houfe, in the moft re- 
mote part of the town^ or any private houfe » r The. meeting 
houfe in the vicinity of the College, you, yourfelf, in behalf 
of the people here, and in union with them, have in a^public 
and moft folemn manner, confecrated as the proper and fuitable 
place for adminiflration of that folemn oi^inance, and oth- 
er aAs of religious worfliip here ; and now to afllime an au- 
thority, nearer before here known, to diAate a place which the 
church do not agree to, for adminiftration of that ordinance, is 
in our opinion, aiTumption of an authority not vefted in you, 
and to fay the leaft, is a burden and grijevous to. us. Were it 
agreed that communion be holden at the chapel» why no no- 
tice of it, at the meeting houfe, where the church is convened 
^ fabbaths ? and why no preparatory ledhure appointed asiifii-t 
al? - 

> « Thefe matters lie with ferious. weight on our mindsi an4 
are fufficient to determine us not to attend at the chapel, and 
we think fufficient to determine every unbiafled and candid 
mind, that for you to proceed to adminifter the fkcrdmenttierep 
at the time you have propof ed, will be a violation of gtjfpel ordsft 
mnd will interfere with that peace and nvelfare of this church ^ which 
you rare bound to feek^ by ewry tie f acred and diwne. 

« B. WOODWARD, 
« BENONI DEWEY, 
M CALEB FULLER, 
« HUMPHREY FARRAR, , 
« JAS. WHEELOCK, 
« S AM'L M'CLURE, 
«' WILLIAM LOMIS, 
« JOSIAH DUNH AM.»? 

« Vipnity of Dartmouth CpUege, Pec. 7th, 1797." 



from thii tvaniEiAiohi we fee how Profeilbr Smith could he 
influenced by Prefident Wheelock, to aA in the moft iolemn 
afiair, even againft hift own reafon and underftanding. We 
^ alfg fee from this, the want of that unanimity among the offi- 
cers of College, in former times, that is fo often reprefented 
in .the " Sketches"— and laftiy, we may fee from the circum- 
^ftance juft related, that the difpofition of the Prefident for 
powbr and controul is fuch, that even in the affairs of the 
church, every thing muft yield to his will and pleafure, or con- 
troveriy muft eniue, and that he poffefled the fame difpofition, 
even in former times. 

In confirmation of what we have already advanced concern- 
ing Prefident Wheelock, we requeft the reader to receive this 
further teftiinony, from his own hand-^uch teftimony cannot 
be rejiAed. . In page 60^ of the « Sketches,^' fpeaking of the 
vote of the church and invitation to Profefibr Moore, and his 
.refufal)^ he fays— «< Thus the Pr^denis propofal^ which if it had 
beeii accepted, might have seftored peace to the College, was 
reje£led'\ Mark^ here, the vote and invitation, purporting to 
be that of the college-church, is called by himfelf, the PR£S« 
{DENT'S PROPOSAL. This we think will remove even the 
Ihadow of doubt, if fuch there may be, with any one, that the 
Prefident under the infljaence of. that fpirit and difpofitioo^ 
^which we have heed called, relu£tantly,lo often to notice, was 
.through the.whoie icene, the fole mover and manager ; and 
.that tbofe who have a^d with him, have been led fo to a£k» 
only in f uhfei^iency to his wifhes. 

' We forbear any fiirther purfuit in the extenfive field of mif- 
Teprefentation and fbnder, which the *< Sketches" and << Re- 
view'' exhibit. Enough has already been expofed^ whicbi with 
the nai'rative and proofs here given, together with the evidenos 
which the production carries with itfelf, of the fpirit of its au^ 
thor, as we truil, effedtually to fhield all concerned from the 
injury they were intended to produce. ^ 

' We have given a fimple and true flatetoent of the Church 
difficulties here, which have excited fo much attention in this 
part of the country, aiid throughout New«£ngland. All fuch 
documents as we fuppofed could have any particular bearing in 
the caufe* w<^ have inferted. Some few communications^ how- 
; ever, have been interchanged, which we deem of little confe- 
;quence, and fountiecefiary to a fair underffamding of the mat- 
ter, that we have thought proper to omit them, and not to eiv- 
large this publication with that which may only weary the p^- 
rience of the reader. < 



D066 k not ptaiiily ippear ki the c)Mtt<*«4iD tht c!diiu»Mci&- 

nent of tbe controTerfy, that PreSdett Wfaife1ock» in ^h»- 

tion of hts own principles, at urged in tkfc ^Skerches/' infiAM 

that the Profeflbr of DiTinity, who tiy the ociderftiBdhi^ dE 

ail, was to be the fole preacher, flioaU not aifo be the fble paC* 

tor of the church, and that, without otfiermg any reafon theM^ 

for ? — ^that as all eor entreaties and eftpofiallation on the fail* 

je£t proved unavailing, it became neceflary and pfxjp^r, acconb- 

ing to the advice of coancilf t&at we fliould become a dMaiiR 

church, and coafequently, that the miniftess who monia!iendU 

ed, and thofe who organized us, do not laerit the oblo^toy and 

i^proach caft upon tbi^ therefor, in the <« Sketches i^ ^ floet 

it not af^ar thoit the diipofitionnianiiefted bf tht ne# obufdi 

has been through tbe wboAe afiair conciliacorf and forbearing ; 

and that they have done every steionable Ibin^ in . tMIr 

power to effe^ a reconciliatieityaiid return elf ^^eace r 4>n tte 

other hand, has not Prefident Wheeleck obftinately peHlfl^ 

and has he not nfed onreaionabie eadeavors m ^fSeSt an uor e#- 

fonable objeft i Did he not, by ptt>cning ^i^arte, fo km; 

before hand, lite certificate from the f^mr dlergyttieit, and few 

the urgent requeft to the people of Hartfefd^ that they worn 

generally Mid punAually attend the firft dkurdb meeting, ditt 

he not thereby manifeft a foUckude^ which nothing but tlve 

novelty and unreafbnablenefs of his cAjedt cottld Mdce f Hms 

not Prefident Wheelock, unreif<»iably negle£ted,and avoid#d» 

jBOoft favorable opportuoittes, to have put an end to the cddtr<f- 

verfy ; as he might, had he been fo iHcUned ? particularly^ 

when we addrefied him on the firft of May laOff, (p«ig6 23,) 

> and alfo, en the death of Profefibr Smith, when Dr. Bur^ollglfs 

i was procured, to fucc^ed him? Did not he, and- thbf<^ whb 

I were fo entirely under hifr influence, and direAion ^ by rt^ifihg 

to iubmit, the whole controverfy, to axouncil, even, sftkrii^ ^n 

ehcofingi as we offired, previous to our being formed info a<:hurch 

^fee page S9,) and by their claiming the powers aftd tij^ht, of 

judging themfelves between us, (page 28) plainly illdkatie that 

fpirii^ to which, we have had occafion, fo often, to alltidH^^ 

which, it is unpleafant, again to repeat ? Has not hk tMaciMN 

nefi of thofe members in Vermont, find the tsppckhmSidtk he 

harmaifefted, left they would go off; clearly evicted, that be 

cottfidered his influence in tbe church, as depending oti them; 

and Aat, fliould they leave himylnvmlih /IhrH$fhiil9^i 

andtecmu 0ven as another man ? 

The oew ch^urch has the approbation of the fevend regtite 
councils, and aifociationi who ha v0t heard and ttamnted tti^ 
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whole matter t and the' old church have no evidence of the 
regularity of their ^efent ftanding, but only the refult of a 
tribunal which) as we have fhewn, was altogether incompetent 
«to judge and determine : this being the cafe, and becaufe the 
Prof ^ors of the College could not confidently unite with that 
church, and thereby exclude themfelves from the tellowfhip of 
the neighboring churches, tt> aid and affift in the furtherance 
of the hidden defigns of the mover of thediCenfion, fhall they 
fuffer, can they fuffer any, even the fmalleft injury, from the 
compUcated malignity, and flander, of that production ? Reafon 
and religion forbid it. 

Similar queries might extend, and fimilar reafons apply to 
the Honorable Board of Truftees of the College; but we ihould 
thereby traafcend our province. Having already exceeded 
our intended limits,, we cheerfully fubmit the caufe to the can- 
did chrifUan public, in full confidence of an impartial decifiom 



POSTSCRIPT. 

After the refult of the Afibciation, as before mentioned, we 
confidered ourfelves, a regular diftiuA church, in the enjby- 
ment of all thoie rights for which we had fo long contended ; 
and coniequently, that the controverfy, which we have related 
in the foregoing pages, was brought to a FINAL CLOSE.-— 
But at the fame time, it appeared, and ftill appears to be an ob- 
ject defirable, that prof effing chriftians in this little village, if 
they might pofiefs fiiitable and right difpofitions, feelings, ^nd 
views, &ould belong to one and the fame church. This objeA 
of defire, having been reciprocated, with fincerity by us, and 
oftenfibly, at leaft, by them ; feveral conferences on the fub- 
jeA were had, fome communications pafled — and fchemes sOid 
plans of reunion were interchanged i but as none of them ap- 
peared fatisfaQory, the negotiation ended without efFeA. We 
again laid our cafe, and what had pafied, before the Orange 
Aflbciajtion, at their leflion in Windfor, June, 1811 — Where- 
upon they pafied the following yot^ : 

^< Extract from the minutes of the Orange Aflbciationj afiem* 

bled at Windfor, June, 1811— 

• ^ 

«< On application of a committee from the church of Chrift 

in the vkinky of Dartmouth College^ for advice with refpeft to 

their fituation, ftating the fteps which faid church had taken. 



in order to effeA a reunion vitji the church «l D^wmM CM* 
Ar^^, according to the shdvice of the A flb ri a tioa give^ at.Uotv 
wichin May, 1810. 

« Voted, That the Aflbciation fte no reaCba to aktr the adU 
idee then given, or to g^ve any further advice with veipeft tb 
thatfubjea atprefent- 

<< A true copy from the Minutes, 

«Atteft, ««PANCaOFT FOWLER, &fi*v/' 

From that time nothing has pafled between the tmm 
churches, and every thing in refpeA to the diffieidties has qp^ 
peared to have fubfided, till the fiuae was brought up, and our 
charaAers aflailed, in the anonjmnu << Sketches.'^ 



NOTES. 

>iOTBl.-*^Page 8. 
When this meeting was notified at Hartford by Profeffor 
Smith, he was particular to requeft a very general and punflual 
attendance — obferving that bufinefs of great iinportsmce was %q 
be tranfaAed At this meeting a paper was exhibited by Pref- 
ident Wheelock recommending the object of his wifte^ darted 
a month before the meeting, whiph is as follows : 

<( M^hereas, the Board oi Truftees oi Dartmouth College h^ve 
appointed Mr. Rofwell Shortleff to the office and work of Pjr^- 
fefibr of Divinity in Dartmouth College, and our opinion be- 
ing requefted in regard to*tiie ordination of Mr. Shurtle£ ^nd 
the manner thereof ; we are fully and clearly of opiniop, that 
it will be expedient, that Mr. Shuf tleff be ordained colleagmie 
paftor with the Rev. Dr Smith, over the church in faid Dart- 
mouth College, as has been cuftomary in fimilar occaficns, and, 
peculiarly proper, under exifting circumftances, and thait he^e 
ordained accordingly as foon as convenient. 

« EDEN BURROUGHS, 
^ DAVID M'CLURE, 
« JOSEPH BOWMAN, 
« ISRAEL EVANS. 
« Dartmouth College, Oa. J2, 1804.'* 

Quere— Why ihould P^^fident Wheelock fo ioi^ before 
hand apprehend the neceffity of this paper ? 

\ 
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NOTE fl— JRsge 10. 

mkxstL a rti^iMt fixriety was fiDrmed in the town of Hart- 
iovdi llie Haitf<xrd members of Hie church here, would doubt- 
itfs have jomed iC| as the Norwich members did, when a fo- 
ciety was formed in, Norwich, had not the Prefident afiiired 
them, (as individuals of them have admitted) that, if they would 
l|eep tuck, aj94 induce otb^srsy to form a little fociety among 
thicmfelv^, ht» the Present, would ftyply them with preach* 
mg at a chJeap rate ; by procuring the appouatment of iuch for 
Tutors, who might alfo be preachers* Tixis, as they were un- 
able to pay a full pricei naturally drew them under his infiu- 
ence« This depiendence, has always made it neoeflary, for 
them topleafe hW \ and as he thereby acquired^ a dominant 
influence, he never would, (as will be feen hereafter,) confent^ 
en any terms, to a feparation ; or, that they ihouid form a 
church by themfelves, as propofed. % 

NOTB S.r-Page *7. 
Before the mutual council hereinafter mentioned, this letter 
was adduced by that church, as evidence of their faithful labor 
with ns.— On comparing the spirit of this letter^ with that of 
ou|r rejnonftrance, Ip much complained of by them, Mr* Haze];i| 
the figner, ftated, that he made that communication, individu- 
ally, without authority from the church, whereon we obj^Aed * 
to the document, as n^t comtaining the charges of the church, 
s^gaiaft «|s i ^9fon -thi^j vettes of i^eir church were produced, 
beai4ng date aftear the &i4 lotter, appomting, this fame Mr. 
Hazen a commiuee for the purpofe \ and aqi^proving of the 
commwication i and adopting it, as thue doings of the church. 

NOTE 4.— Page 37. 
On the 15th of J^ly, 1810, the old church pafled a vote in- 
^tmg us unconditionally, to return and unite with them in the 
following words : 

'< Voted unanimoiifly, that our faid bretluren be* and tji^ey 
hereby are invited to returj(\, and all who have farmed chriftiaR 
connection with them, are alfo invited to enter into chriftian 
connexion with this church, and thereby do away all caufes of 
contention among us, and cordially agree with us according to . 
the gofpel, to bury all grievances : and that the Rev, Dr. Bur- \ 
roughs, Capt. Hezekiah Hazen, John Hubbard, and Wm. H. \ 
Woodward, Efq'rs. be a committee to confer with our faid 
brethren or their committee on the fdbje^." 

As ; no conceflions had been made by us, tisic^ the crimina- 
tions contained in their foregoing letters \ in their complaints 
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<nr rpecifications Vo the Tmftees, and in their faid vote of Nov. 
7, 1805— we fay, tlus being the cafe, is not the above invita- 
tion to us tQ unite with them, a very ftrong confirmation of 
what we have before advanced, of the entire infincerity of 
all their complaints againft us, of moral grievance ? 

NOTB 5. — ^Page 44. 
What influence this pecuniary confideration may have had, 
to attach Dr. Burroughs and thofe people to the Prefident, and 
how hr it went to ftrengthen and fecure his afcendancy over 
them, we will not undertake to fay. 

NOTE 6.— Page 66. 
When Profeflbr Adams, firft came here, his children were 
put by the Prelident, on the charity eftablifhment, in the 
fchool : but fo foon as he joined our church he was charged 
with their tuition. 

NOTE 7. — Page 57. 
It b worthy of notice, that Prof eilbrs Shurtleff and Moore 
are now, and have been through the fummer» employed by 
that fame church and fociety at Hartford, alternately to fup- ' 
ply them with preaching ; and fo doubtlefs were, even while 
the unkfiBwn prinUng-prefs was groaning xmder the cruel Jlandirs 
^ of the Sketches, againft them ! ' How is this reconcileable ? 

. NOTE 8. — ^Page 61. 
Not only in this inftance, but frequently, did Profefibr 
Woodward diflent from the opinions and defigns of the Pres- 
ident ; and for this reafon, for years, even through the whole 
time of his greateft vigour and ufeiulnefs, and till infirmity 
preyed upon himf thatrrofefibrwasnotatall in the confidence 
of the Prefident. To the truth of this, there are thofe now 
living, who were well acquainted, and intimate with bot^b <^s^ 
teftify \ notwithftanding the much there is laid in the Sketch- 
es and Review to the contrary, and of the great uniform and 
uninterrupted unanimity which in former times prevailed among 
the e3(ecutive ofiLcers of the Inftitution* 
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